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   Fact Sheet

All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 
(the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).


Purpose 
These notes provide information on completing the mandatory templates for submission of annual title assessment reports (ATARs) for petroleum exploration permits, petroleum retention leases, petroleum production licences, greenhouse gas (GHG) assessment permits and GHG holding leases.

Resource Management Regulations
The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the Regulations) made changes to the requirements for ATARs in Part 3. As well as introducing new content requirements, ATARs must now be submitted in the approved form, which has been published on the Titles Administrator’s website (subsections 26(3), 27(3), 28(3), 29(3) and 30(3) of the Regulations).  
Note: In addition to annual title reporting, petroleum production licences require monthly production reporting. GHG injection licences require annual and monthly reporting of injection and accounting; see the ‘More Information’ section below.

ATAR templates 
The mandatory text and tabular templates are now organised by title type. Each title type has a paired Word document (to be submitted in PDF) and Excel spreadsheet that contain all the required reporting information for that title. The ATAR templates and resource reporting tables are available on the NOPTA website at https://www.nopta.gov.au/forms/reporting-templates.html. Titleholders must ensure they are using the most current approved forms.
· Petroleum exploration permits:
· ATAR template in Word format
· ATAR reporting tables in Excel format
· Petroleum retention leases:
· ATAR template in Word format
· ATAR reporting tables in Excel format
· Petroleum production licences:
· ATAR template in Word format
· ATAR reporting tables in Excel format
· GHG assessment permits:
· ATAR template in Word format
· ATAR reporting tables in Excel format
· GHG holding leases:
· ATAR template in Word format
· ATAR reporting tables in Excel format
Formerly, resource reporting and forecasting were available in separate spreadsheets. With the introduction of the approved forms, this information has been included in the relevant spreadsheet for each respective title type.

Instructions
General (applies to all templates)
Titleholders must not make any changes to the template format other than those suggested in the instructions below or included in the templates to facilitate their use, unless agreed in writing by the Titles Administrator.
The Word templates are designed to provide a workflow for the completer, providing instructions on when to complete corresponding sections of the Excel templates, and clearly distinguishing between the information that should be provided in each. 
Sections within the Word documents have explanatory information about any text boxes that should be completed. Any images that would lose utility or detail if compressed within the text boxes can be attached as separate full-size pages.
For petroleum titles, to follow the nomenclature used throughout the OPGGS Act, please provide data by ‘Pool’ rather than ‘Field’. ‘Pool’ means a naturally occurring discrete accumulation of hydrocarbons (oil or gas, or both). Each zone of a structure which is completely separated from any other zone in the same structure such that the accumulations of oil or gas are not common with each other (for example, where defined by differential rates of pressure or structural features), is considered a separate pool.
Units of Measure have been established according to Australian Standards, which follow the International System of Units. For petroleum titles, titleholders are requested to use metric/SI units (standard cubic meters (sm3) and ‘thousands of standard cubic meters (ksm3)) and traditional field units, where preferred. For greenhouse gas titles, SI units in mass are preferred. See the SI Brochure on the Bureau International des Poids et Mesures at www.bipm.org/en/ 
Where a reporting requirement is not relevant to a particular activity, titleholders are requested to leave the template blank or insert ‘N/A’ as required.

Work and Expenditure
Work carried out in the reporting period should be described in both the Word template and the Excel spreadsheet. 
For both petroleum and GHG titles (excluding petroleum production licences), the first sheet of the Excel reporting tables is called “Work and Expenditure.” Where applicable, work completed in compliance with a work program condition and any other work carried out must both be reported. For every title type except petroleum Production Licences, the templates include a new column for cumulative expenditure, where work on an activity may have occurred over multiple reporting periods. For each activity, both the expenditure during the particular reporting period, as well as the cumulative expenditure for the title term, must be reported.  
For a petroleum production licence, a description of each activity carried out and the total expenditure incurred should be provided in relation to the exploration for, and appraisal of, additional petroleum resources, and the development of a field or the management of petroleum pools in the licence.

Consistent resources reporting
The ATAR templates include the reporting of petroleum resources in standardised tables consistent with the Society of Petroleum Engineers Petroleum Resource Management System (SPE-PRMS 2018). For GHG titles, the templates include the reporting of GHG storage resources in standardised tables consistent with the Society of Petroleum Engineers Storage Resource Management System (SPE-SRMS 2025). See the ‘More Information’ section below for links to the relevant standards.
This initiative is a part of a broader objective by NOPTA to standardise resource estimates including maturity, units of measure and nomenclature for all title and data resource reporting. The ATAR template resource tables will improve the consistency of resource reporting, provide clarity to titleholders on how resources and reserves should be reported, and help to reduce potential errors in the compilation and interpretation of this data by NOPTA.

Petroleum Resources
Within all petroleum title ATAR reporting spreadsheets, this resource reporting occurs on the sheets titled “Prospective Resources” and “Petroleum Field Resources”. The resource tables include the most relevant resource classifications and characteristics.
Volume ranges and Possibility of Success of Prospective Resources (i.e. prospects and or leads) should be annually reported as these metrics become available from the titleholder’s prospectivity evaluation processes. Titleholders may report the highlights or key prospects from their portfolio or a fuller list. If mapping has identified nothing at all, then titleholders should report this outcome. 
Hydrocarbons associated with reserves and contingent resources are reported with respect to the defined reference point. The reference point should state the location along the production system where the resources are measured and reported for commercial sales or transfer. Given that different processing and transportation systems result in volume losses or changes (e.g. shrinkage, flaring, fuel gas etc.), crude oil and condensate should be reported in stock tank barrels at standard conditions while gas should be reported at the reference point at standard conditions. Non-hydrocarbon gases e.g. CO2, N2, H2S must be excluded unless there is a defined commercial market and sale.
For production licence ATAR reporting spreadsheets, the sheet titled “Production Reporting” includes production, injection, flared/vented and own use/ fuel/ consumed in operations volumes and the sheet titled “Production Licence Forecast Table” provides insights into realistic forecasting for optimal recovery.
In some cases, parameters will not be able to be entered in parts of the resource tables due to the uncertainties, conditions, or characteristics (e.g., no actual or planned natural gas liquids sales) or state of knowledge of the resource.

Greenhouse Gas Potential or Eligible Resources
Within GHG title ATAR reporting spreadsheets, prospective resource reporting occurs on the sheet titled “Potential Resources.” These storage resources include potential or eligible greenhouse gas storage formations that have not yet been finalised with a Declaration of Identified Greenhouse Gas Storage Formation (DOSF).
Note that prospective, contingent, or proved resources as defined in the SRMS are not necessarily equivalent to the amount of GHG substance that is suitable to store, as defined in a Fundamental Suitability Determinant (FSD). Values identified under an FSD also take into account the extent and movement of the GHG plume within the title boundaries, as well as other limitations imposed by the FSDs.

Commercial Information
The Regulations now require information regarding cash flow for projects in petroleum retention leases and petroleum production licences, as well as GHG holding leases. For petroleum titles, information should be filled in on the “Commercial Assumptions”, “Cashflow”, and where required, on the “Phasing” and “Capital Costs” sheets. Further instructions exist in the spreadsheet template. 
Successive year reporting should replace forecast values with actual values as appropriate.

More information
Fact Sheets
A Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas ATAR fact sheet, and a fact sheet on the arrangements for transitioning to the 2025 regulations, are available on the NOPTA website at: 
· https://nopta.gov.au/guidelines-and-factsheets/offshore-petroleum-and-greenhouse-gas-fact-sheets.html 

Monthly Petroleum Production Licence Reporting
In addition to ATARs, monthly production reporting is required for petroleum production licences under section 135 of the Regulations. Further information is available at:
· Monthly Production Reports fact sheet
· Notes on completing monthly production report templates
· Monthly production report template

Monthly and Annual Greenhouse Gas Injection Licence Reporting
Part 3 of the Regulations does not require ATARs to be provided for GHG injection licences. Reporting on a monthly and annual basis is required for GHG injection licences by Part 9 of the Regulations (sections 181‑184). Further information is available at: 
· Greenhouse Gas Injection Licence Reporting Factsheet

SPE reporting systems
More information on SPE reporting systems can be found at:
· Petroleum PRMS https://www.spe.org/en/industry/reserves/
· CO2 SRMS https://www.spe.org/en/industry/co2-storage-resources-management-system/

General enquiries
For further information please contact reporting@nopta.gov.au.
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