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The purpose of this document is to provide a set of frequently asked questions (FAQ) relating to the transition to the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (2025 RMA regulations).
The 2025 RMA regulations contain changes that better reflect the oil and gas industry’s current day operating realities and allow for more effective management of Australia’s oil and gas resources.  This includes more streamlined data submission and release timeframes, consistency for petroleum and greenhouse gas storage titles, and improved clarity on reporting requirements.  
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases. Legislative references in this FAQ relate to the 2025 RMA regulations unless stated otherwise.
General
When do the new regulations come into force?
The 2025 RMA regulations commence on 31 March 2026. 
Where can I find the transitional provisions?
Sections 238 to 260 of the 2025 RMA regulations set out the transitional arrangements.  See also Attachment B (pages 225-236) of the Explanatory Statement to the 2025 RMA regulations (https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2025L01450/asmade/text/explanatory-statement)
Annual Titles Assessment Reports (ATARs)
For ATAR reporting periods commencing before 31 March 2026, which regulations apply?
The 2025 RMA regulations apply to reporting periods that commence on or after 31 March 2026. For titles with a reporting period that begins prior to 31 March 2026, the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2011 (2011 RMA regulations) continue to apply. This includes provisions relating to format and content. NOPTA will continue to make templates available on its website that reflect the requirements of the 2011 RMA regulations. 
What about ATAR-related approvals granted under the 2011 RMA regulations?
ATAR-related approvals granted under the 2011 RMA regulations remain valid. For example, where an approval to combine ATARs for multiple titles has been granted under the 2011 RMA regulations, the holder is not required to renew that approval pursuant to the 2025 RMA regulations.
Field Development Plans (FDPs) and other approvals
Is an application to have a new FDP accepted required if one is currently held under the 2011 RMA regulations?
No. FDPs or a variation of an FDP accepted by the Joint Authority under the 2011 RMA regulations and in force immediately before 31 March 2026 are considered to be accepted under the 2025 RMA regulations.
Where an FDP application or FDP variation application has been submitted and the Joint Authority’s decision is pending, is it necessary to resubmit the application to reflect the requirements of the 2025 RMA regulations?
No. The FDP application is taken to have been made under the 2011 RMA regulations. A resubmission is not required.  However, the Titles Administrator may request an applicant to provide further information pursuant to section 42 of the 2025 RMA regulations.
Applications made on or after 31 March 2026 are subject to the content requirements of the 2025 RMA Regulations.
What about other FDP related approvals?
Approvals to recover petroleum without an accepted FDP, and rate of recovery approvals granted under the 2011 RMA regulations remain in force under the 2025 RMA regulations.
Data Management
Which regulations apply to the retention of information, cores, cuttings and samples?
Accounts, records and other documents made in connection with an operation in an offshore area, and cores, cuttings and samples collected before, on, or after 31 March 2026, must be retained in accordance with the 2025 RMA regulations. 
What reporting and submission requirements apply to operations or surveys that began before 31 March 2026?
The provisions of the 2011 RMA regulations apply to operations and surveys that began to be undertaken or conducted before 31 March 2026. The 2025 RMA regulations apply to operations and surveys undertaken on or after this date.
What release provisions apply to operations or surveys concluded before 31 March 2026?
The provisions under Parts 8 and 10 of the 2011 RMA regulations apply to regulated operations (including surveys) that concluded prior to 31 March 2026. The 2025 RMA regulations apply to operations that conclude on or after this date.
For titleholders required to submit a monthly production report, what are the transitional arrangements?
The 2025 RMA regulations apply to a calendar month that begins on or after 31 March 2026. For calendar months that begin before this date, the 2011 RMA regulations apply.
Nomination of single registered holder for service of documents
If a nomination of a single registered holder for service of documents was made under the 2011 RMA Regulations, is a new nomination required? 
The commencement of the 2025 RMA regulations does not invalidate a valid nomination made under the 2011 RMA regulations.
For any nominations or revocations made from 31 March 2026, the new approved forms must be used. 
Transfer of title and supplementary instruments
Will an instrument of transfer in the form prescribed under the 2011 RMA regulations be accepted on or after 31 March 2026? 
Instruments of transfer that have been executed prior to 31 March 2026 will be accepted in the form prescribed under the 2011 regulations. 
Instruments of transfer executed on or after 31 March 2026 must be in the form set out in the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Approved Forms) Notifiable Instrument 2026.
Will a supplementary instrument in the form prescribed under the 2011 RMA regulations be accepted on or after 31 March 2026?
Supplementary instruments lodged on or after 31 March 2026 must be in the form set out in the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Approved Forms) Notifiable Instrument 2026.
More Information
If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via titles@nopta.gov.au.
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