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Pipeline licence  – forms guidance
This document contains general guidance to assist applicants and titleholders in making valid applications. This relates to titles administration under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act). 
[bookmark: _Hlk197680999]This document has been developed as a general guide only. It is subject to and does not replace or amend the requirements of the OPGGS Act and associated regulations, which should be read in conjunction with this guidance. 
Before relying on this material, users should carefully evaluate the accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance of the information, and obtain independent legal or other professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. This document will be reviewed and updated as required.
[bookmark: _Revisions]Revisions
Table 1: Guidance revision dates
	Effective date
	Version
	Purpose
	Jurisdiction

	31 March 2026
	1
	Separate the NOPTA Forms Guidance Petroleum and create the new forms guidance specific to Infrastructure licence related applications and update references to the Signatures fact sheet and Declarations fact sheet and FAQ. 
	Commonwealth
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[bookmark: _Accessibility]Accessibility
If you are having difficulty using this document, please email titles@nopta.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Petroleum_retention_lease_1]

Pipeline licence
In making an application under section 217 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.6 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk197505322]Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application:: 
Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Pipeline licences fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet.
Declaration of experience and disclosures and notification of events fact sheet (Declarations fact sheet). 
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Declaration of experience and disclosures and notification of events - frequently asked questions.
Application form
Use the Pipeline licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 256 of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
Please also refer to the:
Declaration forms (Forms 8 to 10) on the forms page of our website.
Schedule of stakeholders on the forms page of our website.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 2: Required information for pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	[bookmark: _Hlk73381221]A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information.  
Table 3: Additional information to be included with pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the following:
the proposed design and construction of the pipeline (see Basis of Design example details on following page). 
the proposed size and capacity of the pipeline.
a description of the proposed route of the pipeline, including start and end points and a table of coordinates for the pipeline describing key features and turning points of the pipeline (see Pipeline route description and coordinate table example on following pages).
the applicant’s proposals for work and expenditure in relation to the construction of the pipeline.

	2 
	A pipeline route map, drawn to scale, showing the following:
the route to be followed by the pipeline, with proposed start and end points clearly identified (with map insets, as appropriate).
key features of the pipeline.
Note: do not include any copyright or confidential disclaimers on the map (as these will be used externally – e.g. in the gazette notice for receipt of an application under section 708 of the OPGGS Act).

	3 
	Schematics of key infrastructure in connection with the pipeline, clearly showing battery limits for proposed start and end points, and any infrastructure that the applicant is requesting to be declared as a terminal station by the Titles Administrator under section 16 of the OPGSS Act. 

	4 
	If the application is for the grant of pipeline licence to person other than petroleum production licensee.
Provide details/a list of the person(s) to provide declarations of experience and disclosures (Forms 8 and 9) in conjunction with this application (refer to Declarations fact sheet).

	5 
	If the application is for the grant of pipeline licence to person other than petroleum production licensee. 
In relation to each applicant, complete the relevant Forms 8 and 9 relating to past conduct and suitability of the applicant and its officers.
If a Form 8 or 9 has previously been made, the previous Form 8 or 9 can be referenced.
Refer to the Suitability Guideline and Declaration Factsheet.

	6 
	In relation to each applicant, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the applicant(s). 
Where technical information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.

	7 
	In relation to each applicant, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the applicant(s). The details must include one of the following:
a copy of (or link to) the applicant(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
a copy of the most recent financial statements for each applicant.
Where financial information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the applicant and the related entity is also required to be provided.

	8 
	Where the technical and/or financial and/or corporate governance information has been provided previously and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Suitability Guideline and related fact sheets. Forms 8 and 9 and supporting data along with the financial self-assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet.

	9 
	Where the required technical and/or financial and/or corporate governance information provided is that of a related entity. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical and/or corporate governance information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	10 
	Spatial data (ESRI format preferred) of the pipeline route, including turning and crossing points with, at a minimum, the following attributes included: feature ID; feature description; UTM Zone; Easting (m); Northing (m) (or latitude and longitude with datum).

	11 
	A detailed summary of the applicant’s engagement with stakeholders listed in the Schedule of stakeholders and any relevant native title parties (including the relevant native title representative body). The summary should include the identities of stakeholders, dates when they were contacted, any issues raised, how these will be managed and intentions for future engagement.
Note: When engaging stakeholders, applicants should include a summary of the proposed development, indicate the applicant’s intention to make an application to NOPTA for an pipeline licence under the OPGGS Act and seek any comments the stakeholder may have.

	12 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi.

	13 
	A statement of any other matters the applicant wishes to be considered (section 257 of the OPGGS Act).


[bookmark: _Variation_and/or_suspension][bookmark: _Toc191047149][bookmark: _Toc191047271]


Basis of design (example only)
Design and construction
The offshore pipeline must be designed and constructed in accordance with Offshore Standard DNVGL-ST-F101 [or insert other applicable codes/standards/specifications] – Submarine Pipeline Systems (Offshore Pipeline) as amended from time to time, which is incorporated in its entirety in Australian Standard AS2885.4 – Pipelines, Gas and Liquid Petroleum (Part 4: Submarine Pipelines) (as amended from time to time). Specifically, the design and construction phase of the pipeline must comply with DNVGL-ST-F101 [or insert other applicable codes/standards/ specifications].
Basis of design
The pipeline design is based on the following parameters:
Table 4: Basis of design parameters
	Item
	Item description
	Details and units

	1
	Outside diameter of pipe
	Diameter of pipeline (and riser if applicable) in millimetres and inches.

	2
	Wall thickness of pipe (all materials)
	Total thickness of pipe in millimetres. This should include any corrosion resistant alloy or other materials used in the pipeline.

	3
	Length
	Approximate total length of pipeline in kilometres in Commonwealth waters.

	4
	Design life
	Planned design life of pipeline.

	5
	Pipeline material
	Brief description of pipeline material(s) to be used.

	6
	Pipeline steel grade
	Relevant DNV grade details or standards e.g. DNV-OS-F101 Grade 450 (including risers if applicable).

	7
	Joints
	Number of joints and welds (if relevant).

	8
	Protective coating
	Brief description of protective external/internal pipeline coating and weight coating specification and the respective thicknesses.

	9
	Corrosion allowances
	Details of corrosion allowances in the pipeline design.

	10
	Pipeline specification
	Relevant DNV specification i.e. DNV-OS-F101 High Frequency Weld.

	11
	Minimum yield strength of pipe steel
	MPa

	12
	Maximum allowable operating pressure
	MPa(a)

	13
	Design capacity
	Maximum daily capacity rate in field units i.e. MMscf/d or MMbbl/d.

	14
	Erosional velocity
	At standard conditions.

	15
	Inlet and outlet facilities
	Number, description and pressures of pipeline inlet and outlet facilities. 

	16
	Mainline valve
	Number, type, location and specifications of mainline valves.

	17
	Fitting, valve and flange specifications
	Brief description of relevant specifications.

	18
	Compressor stations
	Number, location and brief description of compressor stations along pipeline (if applicable).

	19
	Maximum operating temperature
	Maximum operating temperature of the pipeline in ⁰C.

	20
	Maximum design temperature
	Maximum design temperature of the pipeline in ⁰C.

	21
	Minimum design temperature
	Minimum design temperatures for specific components of pipeline in ⁰C i.e. flowlines, tie-in spools, FLET.

	22
	Characteristics of substance proposed to be conveyed
	Description of fluids to be transported in pipeline.

	23
	General plans and descriptions of pump stations, tank stations or valve stations and their equipment
	Details of proposed pump stations, tank stations or valve stations and the location(s). 

	24
	General plans and description of pigging facilities
	Brief description of pigging facilities (if applicable).

	25
	Cathodic protection
	Details of type, number and spacing of anodes along pipeline. Details of how the condition of the anodes will be monitored and tested.

	26
	Hydrate management
	Details of hydrate management to be used to prevent dropout in the pipeline.

	27
	Any other matters
	Details of any other design specifications the applicant considers relevant.


NOTE: The items listed above may not be relevant to every pipeline and the table is an example. Applicants should include all relevant items as part of the pipeline licence application.
Pipeline route description and coordinate table (example only)
The route is described in the table hereunder and displayed in the attached map (Attachment X), commencing at the downstream flange of the X Flowline End Manifold (FLEM). The pipeline proceeds north north-east in a straight line towards a point at or about Easting XXXXXX and Northing XXXXXXX where the pipeline turns north, proceeding in a straight line and terminating at the first valve on of the X Platform. Coordinates are based on Geodetic Datum of Australia (GDA94).
Table 5: Pipeline route description and coordinate
	ID
	Feature name
	KP*
	Easting
	Northing
	Bend Radius (m)

	1
	Downstream tie-in flange of FLEM
	0.0
	XXXXXX
	XXXXXXX
	

	2
	Turning point 1
	3.2
	XXXXXX
	XXXXXXX
	1000

	3
	Turning point 2
	4.6
	XXXXXX
	XXXXXXX
	800

	4
	In-line tee
	5.0
	XXXXXX
	XXXXXXX
	

	5
	Crossing at X pipeline
	6.4
	XXXXXX
	XXXXXXX
	

	6
	First valve on, X Platform
	9.1
	XXXXXX
	XXXXXXX
	


* Kilometre point

Coordinate set above is based on GDA94/MGA Zone XX, survey of pipeline centreline. 
[bookmark: _Variation_of_condition(s)]

Variation of condition(s) of title - pipeline licence
In making an application under section 264 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.11 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk198199738]Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Variation of condition(s) of title - pipeline licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Note: If the variation relates to the rights conferred by the pipeline licence or route/basis of design (see sections 211 and 226 of the OPGGS Act), and not the conditions of title, please use the Variation of pipeline licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources 
Please also refer to the Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 6: Required information for variation of condition(s) of title - pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information.  
Table 7: Additional information to be included with variation of condition(s) of title - pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the variation requested.

	2 
	Details of the reason(s) for the application and supporting documentary evidence.

	3 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the titleholder(s). 
Where technical information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.

	4 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the titleholder(s). The details must include one of the following:
a copy of (or link to) the titleholder(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
a copy of the most recent financial statements for each titleholder.
Where financial information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the titleholder and the related entity is also required to be provided

	5 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information has been provided previously and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Suitability Guideline and related fact sheets. The supporting data along with the financial self-assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet.

	6 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information provided is that of a related entity. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	7 
	A statement of any other matters the applicant wishes to be considered.





[bookmark: _Variation_of_pipeline]Variation of pipeline licence
In making an application under section 226 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.6 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk197691061]Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline).
[bookmark: _Hlk198201272]The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application::
Signatures fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Variation of pipeline licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Note: If the variation relates solely to the conditions of title on the pipeline licence, not the rights conferred (refer section 211 of the OPGGS Act), please use the Variation of condition(s) - pipeline licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 256 of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
To note
Applications should be lodged a minimum of 12 weeks prior to the proposed variation. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 8: Required information for variation of pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 9: Additional information to be included with variation of pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the proposed variation.

	2 
	Specify the reasons for the proposed variation.

	3 
	Revised design specification, route coordinates (and map) and/or basis of design details. 

	4 
	Any relevant timeframes associated with the proposed variation.

	5 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the titleholder(s). 
Where technical information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.

	6 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the titleholder(s). The details must include one of the following:
a copy of (or link to) the titleholder(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
a copy of the most recent financial statements for each titleholder.
Where financial information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the titleholder and the related entity is also required to be provided

	7 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information has been provided previously and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Suitability Guideline and related fact sheets. The supporting data along with the financial self-assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet.

	8 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information provided is that of a related entity. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	9 
	Spatial data (ESRI format preferred) or spreadsheet with coordinate listings of pipeline route, including turning and crossing points with, at a minimum, the following attributes included: feature ID; feature description; UTM Zone; Easting (m); Northing (m) (or latitude and longitude with datum).

	10 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered (section 257 of the OPGGS Act).

	11 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi.





[bookmark: _Consent_to_cease]Consent to cease to operate a pipeline licence
In making an application under section 228 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.6 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Cessation of pipeline operations and/or cessation of petroleum production fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Consent to cease to operate a pipeline licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Not applicable.
To note
Applications should be lodged 12 weeks prior to the proposed cessation of operation.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 10: Required information for consent to cease to operate a pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 11: Additional information to be included with consent to cease to operate a pipeline licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the proposed cessation of operation, including any relevant timeframes associated with the application.

	2 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	3 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi.
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