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Petroleum exploration permit - forms guidance
This document contains general guidance to assist applicants and titleholders in making valid applications. This relates to titles administration under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act)
[bookmark: _Hlk197680999]This document has been developed as a general guide only. It is subject to and does not replace or amend the requirements of the OPGGS Act and associated regulations, which should be read in conjunction with this guidance. 
Before relying on this material, users should carefully evaluate the accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance of the information, and obtain independent legal or other professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. This document will be reviewed and updated as required.
[bookmark: _Revisions]Revisions
Table 1: Guidance revision dates
	Effective date
	Version
	Purpose
	Jurisdiction

	31 March 2026
	1
	Separate the NOPTA Forms Guidance Petroleum to create new forms guidance specific to petroleum exploration permit related applications and update the Exploration Guideline references, add related FAQ, and updated references to the Signatures fact sheet, Declarations fact sheet and Declarations FAQ.
	Commonwealth
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[bookmark: _Accessibility]Accessibility
If you are having difficulty using this document, please email titles@nopta.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Work-bid_petroleum_exploration][bookmark: _Toc191047148][bookmark: _Toc191047270]

Work-bid petroleum exploration permits
In making an application under section 104 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following guidance.
Legislation
Part 2.2 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk197691061]Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
[bookmark: _Hlk197505322]The following guidelines are available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits (effective 9 December 2025) (Exploration Guideline)
Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline)
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet.
[bookmark: _Hlk218781376]Declaration of experience and disclosures and notification of events fact sheet (Declarations Fact Sheet). 
The following FAQs are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Declaration of experience and disclosures and notification of events - frequently asked questions.
Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits guideline (effective 9 December 2025) - frequently asked questions.
Application form
Use the Work-bid petroleum exploration permit application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 256 of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
Please also refer to the below resources:
· Relevant Australian Government Gazette Notice of Invitation for Work Program Exploration Permit.
· Australian Offshore Petroleum Exploration Acreage Release website.
· Declaration forms (Forms 8 to 10) on the forms page of our website.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 2: Required information for work-bid petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	[bookmark: _Hlk73381221]A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 3: Additional information to be included with work-bid petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	The application should be sealed and clearly marked as ‘Application for area [Release area number]’ ‘Commercial in Confidence’.

	2 
	[bookmark: _Hlk96696623]Provide details/a list of the person(s) to provide declarations (Forms 8 and 9) in conjunction with this application (refer to Declarations fact sheet) .

	3 
	In relation to each applicant, complete the relevant declaration of experience and disclosures (Form 8 and 9) relating to past conduct and suitability of the applicant and its officers.
If a Form 8 or 9 has previously been made, the previous Form 8 or 9 can be referenced.
[bookmark: _Hlk96696655]Refer to the Suitability Guideline and Declarations fact sheet.

	4 
	In relation to each applicant, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the applicant(s). 

	5 
	In relation to each applicant, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the applicant(s). The details must include one of the following:
a copy of (or link to) the applicant(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
a copy of the most recent financial statements for each applicant.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the applicant and the related entity is also required to be provided

	6 
	Where the technical and/or financial information has been provided previously, and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the Application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Applicant Suitability guidelines and fact sheets. Forms 8 and Form 9 Disclosures and Experience declarations and supporting data along with the Financial Self-Assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet.

	7 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information provided is that of a related entity. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert Applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	8 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered (section 257 of the OPGGS Act).

	9 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.

	10 
	[bookmark: _Hlk527539583]For foreign companies not registered in Australia, a statement confirming that it has considered the requirements of Part 5B.2 of the Australian Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), and that it is of the view that it complies with that legislation.

	11 [bookmark: _Variation_and/or_suspension][bookmark: _Variations,_suspensions_and][bookmark: _Hlk198290281]
	If applicable, provide confirmation of FIRB approval. If confirmation is not available at the time of submission, it may be provided separately once received. Applicants should be aware that the Joint Authority will not make a decision on the application or offer award of acreage whilst a FIRB decision is pending.





Variations, suspensions and extensions - petroleum exploration permit
In making an application under section 264 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following guidance.
Legislation
Part 2.11 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guidelines are available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits (effective 9 December 2025) (Exploration Guideline).
Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet. 
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits guideline (effective 9 December 2025) - frequently asked questions.
Application form
[bookmark: _Hlk198290443]Use the applicable application form on our website.
· Variation of condition(s) of title – petroleum exploration permit.
· Suspension or suspension and extension – petroleum exploration permit.
· Variation and suspension or suspension and extension – petroleum exploration permit. 
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
[bookmark: _Hlk197684586]Please also refer to the Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 4: Required information for variations, suspensions and extensions - petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 5: Additional information to be included with variations, suspensions and extensions - petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Description of the variation and suspension or suspension and extension of conditions requested. 

	2 
	[bookmark: _Hlk96696772]Reason(s) for the application, a Gantt chart and supporting documentary evidence. Please refer to the Exploration Guideline for further information on documentary evidence in support of the application (e.g. Evidence of technical basis).

	3 
	Confirmation of the work completed to date in the relevant combined primary term or permit year. 

	4 
	Details of each of the remaining guaranteed minimum work program activities and their estimated value (A$)

	5 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the titleholder(s). 
Where technical information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.

	6 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the titleholder(s). The details must include one of the following:
· a copy of (or link to) the titleholder(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
· a copy of the most recent financial statements for each titleholder.
Where financial information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the titleholder and the related entity is also required to be provided.

	7 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information has been provided previously, and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the Application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Applicant Suitability guidelines and fact sheets. The supporting data along with the Financial Self-Assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet. 

	8 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information provided is that of a related entity: 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert Applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	9 
	For prior use titles - if an extension has been requested – evidence that a copy of the consent request form has been submitted to the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (refer to Prior use rights on the forms page on our website).

	10 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	11 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.


[bookmark: _Exemption_from_condition(s)]

Exemption from condition(s) of title - petroleum exploration permit
In making an application under section 264 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following guidance.
Legislation
Part 2.11 of the OPGGS Act
Guidance material
Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guidelines are available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits (effective 9 December 2025) (Exploration Guideline).
Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet.
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits guideline (effective 9 December 2025) - frequently asked questions
Application form
Use the Exemption form condition(s) of title - petroleum exploration permit application form on our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
Please also refer to the Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 6: Required information for exemption from condition(s) of title - petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 7: Additional information to be included with exemption from condition(s) of title - petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the exemption:
· the permit year(s) or activity for which the exemption is sought.
· where applicable, outline the effect on any subsequent years.

	2 
	Reason(s) for the application and supporting documentary evidence. Please refer to the Exploration Guideline for further information on exemption requirements (sections 5.41-5.43).

	3 
	Confirmation of the work completed to date in the relevant combined primary term or permit year. 

	4 
	Details of each of the remaining guaranteed minimum work program activities and their estimated value (A$)

	5 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the titleholder(s). 
Where technical information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.

	6 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the titleholder(s). The details must include one of the following:
· a copy of (or link to) the titleholder(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
· a copy of the most recent financial statements for each titleholder.
Where financial information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the titleholder and the related entity is also required to be provided

	7 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information has been provided previously, and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the Application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Applicant Suitability guidelines and fact sheets. The supporting data along with the Financial Self-Assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet.

	8 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information provided is that of a related entity. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert Applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	9 
	A statement of any other matters the applicant wishes to be considered.

	10 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.


	
[bookmark: _Credit_of_work]

[bookmark: _Credit_of_work_1]Credit of work program conditions - petroleum exploration permit
In making a work program credit of exploration permit conditions application, please refer to following guidance.
Legislation
The OPGGS Act
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk198199738]Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guidelines are available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits (effective 9 December 2025) (Exploration Guideline).
[bookmark: _Hlk198199763]The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Credit of work program conditions – petroleum exploration permit application form on our website.
Application fee
There is no application fee payable.
Other resources
Please also refer to the Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 8: Required information for credit of work program conditions - petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 9: Additional information to be included with credit of work program conditions - petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the credit requested and reasons for the application, including:
· full details of the work
· the permit year in which the work was/is to be undertaken
· the permit year(s) the work is to be credited towards
· where applicable, outline the effect on any subsequent years.

	2 
	A statement of any other matters the applicant wishes to be considered.





[bookmark: _Renewal_of_a]Renewal of a petroleum exploration permit
In making an application under section 119 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following guidance.
Legislation
Part 2.2 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guidelines are available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits (effective 9 December 2025) (Exploration Guideline).
[bookmark: _Hlk96697042]Guideline: Applicant Suitability (Suitability Guideline).
Offshore Petroleum Decommissioning Guideline (Decommissioning Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
[bookmark: _Hlk197676106]Signatures fact sheet.
Financial resources fact sheet.
Renewal of work-bid exploration permits-standard halving rules fact sheet.
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits guideline (effective 9 December 2025) - frequently asked questions.
Application form
Use the Renewal of a petroleum exploration permit application form on our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 256 of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
Please also refer to the Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 10: Required information for renewal of a petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 11: Additional information to be included with renewal of a petroleum exploration permit applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Applicants should address the criteria and information outlined in section 6 of the Exploration Guideline.

	2 
	An overview of compliance with the title conditions, chapters 2, 4, 6, Part 7.1 of the OPGGS Act and the regulations (section 125 of the OPGGS Act). If applicable, provide details of sufficient grounds for non-compliance (subsection 125(3) of the OPGGS Act).

	3 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of technical advice that is or will be available to the titleholder(s). 
Where technical information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.

	4 
	In relation to each titleholder, provide details of financial resources that are or will be available to the titleholder(s). The details must include one of the following:
· a copy of (or link to) the titleholder(s) current annual report including financial statements, or
· a copy of the most recent financial statements for each titleholder.
Where financial information has been provided to the Titles Administrator recently, and there has been no material change, the information does not need to be provided again. This must be stated in the application and a reference to the relevant documentation should be provided.
Note: If providing a related entity’s annual report or financial statements, a description of the relationship between the titleholder and the related entity is also required to be provided.

	5 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information has been provided previously, and no material change has occurred. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the previously submitted information.
Example text: Please refer to the Application submitted to NOPTA on [insert date] (NEATS ref: [insert NEATS reference]) for the documents in support of the requirements of the Applicant Suitability guidelines and fact sheets. The supporting data along with the Financial Self-Assessment tables provided on [insert date] are considered to be still valid as no material change has occurred.
Note: previously submitted information must have been submitted for that applicant entity.
Refer to the paragraph 1.6 of the Financial resources fact sheet.

	6 
	Where the required technical and/or financial information provided is that of a related entity. 
Provide sufficient details to identify the relationship between the applicant and the related entity. 
Example text: [insert Applicant name] is relying on its related entity [define relationship for example parent entity and/or ultimate holding entity] [insert name of entity(s)] for its financial and/or technical information (for example [insert reference to relevant documents i.e. current annual report, financial statements and/or summary of technical advice]).

	7 
	Where there are wells or infrastructure within the title (specifically the blocks to be relinquished, if any), if not provided as part of a previous application, include documentation to demonstrate it has been through a regulated abandonment process or details as to why this does not need to occur.
Examples of documentation includes:
correspondence from the Designated Authority demonstrating satisfactory abandonment of well or decommissioning arrangements
correspondence from NOPSEMA accepting the end of the activity.
[bookmark: _Hlk96697086]For further information please see the Decommissioning Guideline.
If previously submitted, please include details of when the information was provided to NOPTA and provide any updates since that time.

	8 
	A map listing of 1:1,000,000 map sheet block number(s) to which the renewal application applies and listing of the block number(s) to be relinquished. Any current location blocks should be identified.

	9 
	For prior use titles - evidence that a copy of the consent request form has been submitted to the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (refer to Prior use rights on the forms page on our website).

	10 
	A statement of any other maters the applicant wishes to be considered.

	11 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.


[bookmark: _Good_Standing_Agreement]Good Standing Agreement
As of 9 December 2025, the Joint Authority will not offer nor enter into any further Good Standing Agreements (GSA). Instead, where a permit is cancelled or expires in default, the titleholder/s, the parent company (where applicable) and all associated company directors at the time of the cancellation or expiry will be considered to have a past performance issue that the Joint Authority must have regard to under section 695YB of the OPGGS Act and this guideline. 
Amendments made to the OPGGS Act in 2021, which included the addition of section 695YB to the OPGGS Act, superseded ‘Good Standing’ policy. The OPGGS Act now requires that the decision-maker must have regard to the matters outlined in section 695YB of the OPGGS Act when making certain decisions. Among other matters, this includes if the person has had an application refused or if the person is or has been the registered holder of a title that was cancelled. Refer to section 695YB of the OPGGS Act. 
Please also refer to section 2.15 of the Guideline: Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits (effective 9 December 2025) and the Offshore petroleum exploration work–bid permits guideline (effective 9 December 2025) – frequently asked questions available on the guidelines page on our website for more information on past performance.
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