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Petroleum authorities – forms guidance
This document contains general guidance to assist applicants and titleholders in making valid applications. This relates to titles administration under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act)
[bookmark: _Hlk197680999]This document has been developed as a general guide only. It is subject to and does not replace or amend the requirements of the OPGGS Act and associated regulations, which should be read in conjunction with this guidance. 
Before relying on this material, users should carefully evaluate the accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance of the information, and obtain independent legal or other professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. This document will be reviewed and updated as required.
[bookmark: _Revisions]Revisions
Table 1: Guidance revision dates
	Effective date
	Version
	Purpose
	Jurisdiction

	31 March 2026
	1
	Separate the NOPTA Forms Guidance Petroleum and create new forms guidance specific to Petroleum authorities related applications and update Signature fact sheet references. 
	Commonwealth
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If you are having difficulty using this document, please email titles@nopta.gov.au.


Petroleum special prospecting authority
In making an application under section 234 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.7 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk197691061][bookmark: _Hlk198199738][bookmark: _Hlk197505322]Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Offshore Petroleum: Special Prospecting Authorities, Access Authorities and Scientific Investigation Consents Guideline (Authorities Guideline)
[bookmark: _Hlk198201272]The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Updated licensing requirements for petroleum and greenhouse gas activities following the Federal Court ruling in the Commissioner of Taxation v Shell Energy Holdings Australia Limited (Extended meaning fact sheet).
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Title requirements for undertaking exploration operations and other activities outside of a title area – frequently asked questions.
Application form
Use the Petroleum special prospecting authority application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 256 of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
Refer to the Schedule of stakeholders on the forms page of our website.
To note
· Applications should be lodged 3 months prior to commencement of operations to allow for timely approvals.
· Petroleum special prospecting authorities cannot be granted over a block or blocks that are subject to an existing petroleum exploration permit, retention lease or production licence, or a greenhouse gas assessment permit, holding lease or injection licence (subsection 234(1) of the OPGGS Act). 
· If the block or blocks that are the subject of the application intersect with more than one offshore area, a petroleum special prospecting authority will be granted for each offshore area.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 2: Required information for petroleum special prospecting authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	[bookmark: _Hlk73381221]A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.

	2 
	The application must specify the following (subsection 234(2) of the OPGGS Act):
the petroleum exploration operations that the applicant proposes to carry on; and
the block or blocks in which the applicant proposes to carry on those operations.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 3: Additional information to be included with petroleum special prospecting authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Details of the proposed petroleum operations should include the expected duration, the objective of the proposed petroleum operation and a brief description of the methodology of the proposed petroleum operation. Also refer to item 4 of the Authorities Guideline.

	2 
	Identify the 1:1 million map sheet(s) and graticular block number(s) for the area in which the petroleum operations will be undertaken (e.g. where data will be acquired). Clearly identify the block or blocks that are the subject of the application.
A map that shows the area in which the petroleum operations will be undertaken (i.e. where data will be acquired) and clearly identifies the block or blocks that are the subject of the application. If showing a broader operational area, this should be clearly differentiated from the acquisition area.
Shapefile, Geodatabase file and/or a spreadsheet with the coordinate listings (and datum) detailing the area that is the subject of this application.

	3 
	Evidence of consultation with relevant Commonwealth Agencies and stakeholders (sections 5.1-5.3 of the Authorities Guideline and the Schedule of stakeholders).

	4 
	For foreign companies not registered in Australia, a statement confirming that it has considered the requirements of Part 5B.2 of the Australian Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), and that it is of the view that it complies with that legislation.

	5 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.


[bookmark: _Variation_and/or_suspension][bookmark: _Toc191047149][bookmark: _Toc191047271]


[bookmark: _Petroleum_access_authority]Petroleum access authority
In making an application under section 242 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.8 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Offshore Petroleum: Special Prospecting Authorities, Access Authorities and Scientific Investigation Consents Guideline (Authorities Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Updated licensing requirements for petroleum and greenhouse gas activities following the Federal Court ruling in the Commissioner of Taxation v Shell Energy Holdings Australia Limited (Extended meaning fact sheet).
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Title requirements for undertaking exploration operations and other activities outside of a title area – frequently asked questions.
Application form
Use the Petroleum access authority application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 256 of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources
Refer to the Schedule of stakeholders on the forms page of our website.

To note
· Only details of the area or graticular block(s) in which data or samples will be recorded or acquired or the petroleum operations will be carried out should be provided. Broader operational areas such as where vessels will be manoeuvred but data/samples not acquired will not be included in the grant of a petroleum access authority.
· If the proposed petroleum operation intersects a petroleum title that has a different Joint Venture structure from the authorising title, a petroleum access authority will be required.
· If the block or blocks that are the subject of the application intersect with more than one offshore area, a petroleum access authority will be grant for each offshore area.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 4: Required information for petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.

	2 
	The application must specify the following (subsection 242(2) of the OPGGS Act):
the operations that the applicant proposes to carry on 
the area (block or blocks) in which the applicant proposes to carry on those operations.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 5: Additional information to be included with petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Applicants should address the requirements outlined in section 4 of the Authorities Guideline and include: 
the duration for the petroleum access authority being sought (section 241 of the OPGGS Act);
The reason the applicant requires a petroleum access authority to access area/s outside the authorising title to effectively exercise its rights and for the proper performance of its duties as the registered holder of the authorising title (paragraph 243(1)(b) of the OPGGS Act); and
any impact to the work program of the authorising title where applicable.

	2 
	Identify the: 
1:1 million map sheet(s) and relevant graticular block number(s) for the area in which the petroleum operations will be undertaken (e.g. where data will be acquired) and clearly identify the block(s) that are the subject of the application; or 
area coordinates if the application is in respect to a polygon. 

	3 
	Provide a map showing the area in which the petroleum operations will be undertaken (e.g. where data will be acquired or operations carried out) and clearly identifying:
the authorising title
the block/blocks or area that are the subject of the application; and
vacant acreage block(s) intersected; and 
any in-force petroleum title(s) intersected (other than the authorising title).

	4 
	Provide Shapefile, Geodatabase file and/or a spreadsheet with the coordinate listings (and datum) detailing the operational and acquisition areas.

	5 
	Written consents/ingress agreements from the relevant registered titleholders affected by the proposed petroleum access authority (item 5.4 of the Authorities Guideline) to satisfy the consultation requirements of section 244 of the OPGGS Act.

	6 
	Evidence of consultation with relevant Commonwealth Agencies and stakeholders (items 5.1-5.3 of the Authorities Guideline and the Schedule of stakeholders).

	7 
	For foreign companies not registered in Australia, a statement confirming that it has considered the requirements of Part 5B.2 of the Australian Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), and that it is of the view that it complies with that legislation.

	8 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered (section 257 of the OPGGS Act).





[bookmark: _Variation_of_petroleum]Variation of petroleum access authority
In making an application under section 246 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.8 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Offshore Petroleum: Special Prospecting Authorities, Access Authorities and Scientific Investigation Consents Guideline (Authorities Guideline).
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Updated licensing requirements for petroleum and greenhouse gas activities following the Federal Court ruling in the Commissioner of Taxation v Shell Energy Holdings Australia Limited (Extended meaning fact sheet).
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Title requirements for undertaking exploration operations and other activities outside of a title area – frequently asked questions.
Application form
Use the Variation of petroleum access authority application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Not applicable.
Other resources
Please also refer to the Schedule of stakeholders on the forms page of our website.
To note
Please allow at least 3 weeks from receipt of all relevant information for a decision to be made on a variation application.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 6: Required information for variation of petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.

	2 
	The application must (subsection 246(3) of the OPGGS Act). 
set out the proposed variation; and 
specify the reasons for the proposed variation.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 7: Additional information to be included with variation of petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Applicants should address the requirements outlined in section 7 of the Authorities Guideline.

	2 
	Provide a map showing the area in which the petroleum operations will be undertaken (e.g. where data will be acquired or operations carried out) and clearly identifying:
the authorising title; and  
the area/block(s) of the existing petroleum access authority; and
the area/block(s) proposed to be varied into the existing petroleum access authority; and 
any in-force petroleum title(s) intersected (other than the authorising title).

	3 
	Shapefile, Geodatabase file or a spreadsheet with the coordinate listings (and datum) detailing the proposed the area/block(s) to be varied into the existing petroleum access authority.

	4 
	If applicable, written consents/ingress agreements of the relevant registered titleholders affected by the proposed petroleum access authority variation (item 5.4 of the Authorities Guideline) to satisfy the consultation requirements of section 247 of the OPGGS Act.

	5 
	If applicable, evidence of consultation with relevant Commonwealth Agencies and stakeholders (items 5.1-5.3 of the Authorities Guideline and the Schedule of stakeholders).

	6 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes NOPTA to consider.



[bookmark: _Extension_of_duration]Extension of duration of petroleum access authority
In making an application under section 241 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.8 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Offshore Petroleum: Special Prospecting Authorities, Access Authorities and Scientific Investigation Consents Guideline (Authorities Guideline)
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Extension of duration of petroleum access authority application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Not applicable.
Other resources 
Please also refer to the:
· Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
· The duration of the authorising title.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 8: Required information for extension of duration of petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 9: Additional information to be included with extension of duration of petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Applicants should address the requirements outlined in items 7.9-7.12 of the Authorities Guideline.  

	2 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.





[bookmark: _Variation,_suspension_or]Variation, suspension or exemption of conditions(s) of title—petroleum special prospecting authority or petroleum access authority
In making an application under section 268 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.11 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Offshore Petroleum: Special Prospecting Authorities, Access Authorities and Scientific Investigation Consents Guideline (Authorities Guideline)
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Variation, suspension or exemption of conditions(s) of title—petroleum special prospecting authority or petroleum access authority application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
No applicable.
Other resources
Please also refer to the:
· Title instrument searchable on the NEATS website. 
· The duration of the authorising title.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 10: Required information for variation, suspension or exemption of conditions(s) of title—petroleum special prospecting authority or petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 11: Additional information to be included with variation, suspension or exemption of conditions(s) of title—petroleum special prospecting authority or petroleum access authority applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Description of the variation, suspension or exemption of conditions requested.

	2 
	Reason(s) for the application and supporting documentary evidence (item 7.7 of the Authorities Guideline).

	3 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.





[bookmark: _Petroleum_scientific_investigation]Petroleum scientific investigation consent
In making an application under section 254 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.9 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Offshore Petroleum: Special Prospecting Authorities, Access Authorities and Scientific Investigation Consents Guideline (Authorities Guideline)
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Petroleum scientific investigation consent application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
No applicable.
Other resources
Please also refer to the Schedule of stakeholders on the forms page of our website.
To note
Applications should be lodged at least three months prior to commencement of operations to allow for timely approvals.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 12: Required information for petroleum scientific investigation consent applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 13: Additional information to be included with petroleum scientific investigation consent applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Applicants should address the requirements outlined in section 4 of the Authorities Guideline. 

	2 
	If applicable (areas of vacant acreage only), evidence of consultation with relevant Commonwealth Agencies and stakeholders (items 5.1-5.3 of the Authorities Guideline and the Schedule of stakeholders).

	3 
	Shapefile, Geodatabase file or a spreadsheet with the coordinate listings (and datum) detailing the area of operations.

	4 
	For foreign companies not registered in Australia, a statement confirming that it has considered the requirements of Part 5B.2 of the Australian Corporations Act 2001 (Cth), and that it is of the view that it complies with that legislation.

	5 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.
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