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Key greenhouse gas operations – forms guidance
This document contains general guidance to assist applicants and titleholders in making valid applications. This relates to titles administration under the:
· Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act).
· Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Greenhouse Gas Injection and Storage) Regulations 2023 (GHG Regulations).
[bookmark: _Hlk197680999]This document has been developed as a general guide only. It is subject to and does not replace or amend the requirements of the OPGGS Act and associated regulations, which should be read in conjunction with this guidance. 
Before relying on this material, users should carefully evaluate the accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance of the information, and obtain independent legal or other professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. This document will be reviewed and updated as required.
[bookmark: _Revisions]Revisions
Table 1: Guidance revision dates
	Effective date
	Version
	Purpose
	Jurisdiction

	31 March 2026
	1
	Separate the NOPTA Forms Guidance Greenhouse Gas and create new forms guidance specific to key greenhouse gas operations and updated references to the Signatures fact sheet. 
	Commonwealth
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[bookmark: _Accessibility]Accessibility
If you are having difficulty using this document, please email titles@nopta.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Approval_for_key]Approval for key greenhouse gas operation
In making an application under sections 292, 292A, 321 or 321A (as applicable) of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 3.2 and Part 3.3 of the OPGGS Act.
Regulations
GHG Regulations.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk197691061][bookmark: _Hlk197505322]Fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Key greenhouse gas operations fact sheet (KGO fact sheet).
Significant Risk of Significant Adverse Impact (SROSAI) (SROSAI fact sheet).
Application form
Use the Approval for key greenhouse gas operation application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Other resources 
[bookmark: _Hlk197684586]Please also refer to section 7 of the OPGGS Act for the definition of a key greenhouse gas operation. 
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 2: Required information for Approval for key greenhouse gas operation applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	[bookmark: _Hlk73381221]A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 3: Additional information to be included with approval for key greenhouse gas operation applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Objective of the proposed key greenhouse gas operation, including linkages to work program commitments and/or how the operation will assist in progressing the status of the project (e.g., towards a declaration of storage formation/injection licence/site plan)

	2 
	A detailed submission against each of the relevant legislative criteria relevant to the application assessment and decision making, e.g., subsection 292(4), (7) and (8) and subsection 27(5) of the OPGGS Act.  Where an applicant submits there will be an adverse impact under subsection 27(5) of the OPGGS Act, then the applicant must, in addition to the above, provide the information referred to in regulation 9 of the GHG Regulations.

	3 
	An estimate of the proposed timeline and duration of the operation

	4 
	Evidence of, and outcomes from, consultation with relevant petroleum titleholders on whether titleholders are of the view that any of the criteria would be met under subsection 27(5) of the OPGGS Act in relation to the operation.

	5 
	Drilling operations only:
· operational details for any drilling – location of well (exact co-ordinates and well path if deviated), estimated of number of drilling days and expected operational window, operational footprint (in terms of rig type, anchor placement, support vessels, etc.)
· map showing the well details and operational footprint outlined above and including graticular blocks, petroleum and greenhouse gas titles, and any infrastructure in the area
· geological information in support of selection of the well location, target depth/ formation, summary of any proposed injection tests (substance, indicative depth, and volumes), information about any coring (including side-wall cores) etc
· an assessment of the likelihood of encountering/ entering hydrocarbon bearing formations during drilling; if this occurs, the submission should address any risks of damage to a formation(s) and how would those risks be mitigated/managed.

	6 
	Seismic acquisition only:
· operational details for any seismic acquisition – location of survey (exact co-ordinates including information about acquisition and operational areas), estimated of number of operational days, expected operational window, type of vessel, streamer length, support vessels, etc
· map showing the survey details outlined above and including graticular blocks, petroleum and greenhouse gas titles, and any infrastructure in the area.

	7 
	Site surveys, baseline investigations or monitoring only: 
· operational details for the activity – location of activity (exact co-ordinates of operational area), estimated of number of operational days, expected operational window, details of each component of the activity, types of sampling, the substance/s being monitored and monitoring method/s, support vessels, etc
· map showing the details outlined above and including graticular blocks, petroleum and greenhouse gas titles, and any infrastructure in the area
· geological information in support of selection of the location of the site survey/baseline investigation or monitoring, target depth/formation (if relevant).
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