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Field development plan – forms guidance
This document contains general guidance to assist applicants and titleholders in making valid applications. This relates to titles administration under the:
· Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act)
· Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the RMA Regulations). 
[bookmark: _Hlk197680999]This document has been developed as a general guide only. It is subject to and does not replace or amend the requirements of the OPGGS Act and associated regulations, which should be read in conjunction with this guidance. 
Before relying on this material, users should carefully evaluate the accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance of the information, and obtain independent legal or other professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. This document will be reviewed and updated as required.
[bookmark: _Revisions]Revisions
Table 1: Guidance revision dates
	Effective date
	Version
	Purpose
	Jurisdiction

	31 March 2026
	1
	Separate the NOPTA Forms Guidance Petroleum and create new forms guidance specific to field development plan related applications and incorporate changes resulting from the updated RMA Regulations and updated Signature fact sheet references. 
	Commonwealth
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If you are having difficulty using this document, please email titles@nopta.gov.au.
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In making an application under section 41 of the RMA Regulations, please refer to following material.
Legislation
The OPGGS Act.
Regulations
Part 4, division 3 of the RMA Regulations.
Guidance material
Fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Developing a petroleum resource fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Acceptance of a field development plan application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 2: Required information for acceptance of a field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.

	2 
	An application must be accompanied by the field development plan (paragraph 41(2)(c) of the RMA regulations).


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 3: Additional information to be included with acceptance of a field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	The field development plan needs to meet the acceptance criteria prescribed under section 44 of the RMA Regulations, and include all information prescribed in section 45(1) of the RMA Regulations.

	2 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	3 
	Figures in the text should be legible, and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.

	4 
	One hard copy of the application. 





Variation of field development plan 
In making an application under section 46 of the RMA Regulations, please refer to following material.
Legislation
The OPGGS Act.
Regulations
Part 4, division 4 of the RMA Regulations. 
Guidance material
Fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following fact sheets are available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Developing a petroleum resource fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Variation of field development plan application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
To note
An application for variation of a field development plan must be submitted:
· at least 90 days before a major change in petroleum recovery operations (subsection 46(2) of the RMA Regulations).
· within 90 days after a notice issued under section 51 of the RMA Regulations (paragraph 46(4)(a) of the RMA Regulations).
· within 90 days after the licensee is notified of the new requirements under section 53 of the RMA Regulations (paragraph 46(4)(b) of the RMA Regulations).
· within 90 days after the registration of a transfer, where a new licensee/transferee intends to implement changes to an accepted field development plan (subsection 46(7) of the RMA Regulations).
· within 90 days after a licensee has not provided the required undertaking (to continue operating under the accepted field development plan) as a result of a change in control taking effect (subsection 46(9) of the RMA Regulations).
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 4: Required information for variation of field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.

	2 
	An application must be accompanied by the varied field development plan (paragraph 46(10)(c)  of the RMA Regulations).


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 5: Additional information to be included with variation of field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	For a varied field development plan to be accepted, it needs to meet the criteria prescribed in section 44 of the RMA Regulation, and include all information prescribed in section 45(1) of the RMA Regulations.

	2 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	3 
	Figures in the text should be legible, and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi.

	4 
	One hard copy of the application. 




Approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan 
In making an application under section 57  of the RMA Regulations, please refer to following material.
Legislation
The OPGGS Act.
Regulations
Part 4, division 6 of the RMA Regulations. 
Guidance material
Fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
To note
The period for which approval is being sought must not exceed 3 months.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 6: Required information for approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.

	2 
	The application must include the following (subsection 57(2) of the RMA Regulations):
· the reason why it is necessary for the licensee to recover petroleum without having an accepted field development plan
· details of any proposed extended production test
· the period for which the permission is sought
· details of any proposed disposal or flaring of any produced hydrocarbons.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 7: Additional information to be included with approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.
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In making an application under subsection 58(6) of the RMA Regulations, please refer to following material.
Legislation
The OPGGS Act.
Regulations
Part 4, division 6 of the RMA Regulations.
Guidance material
Fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Extension of approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Not applicable.
To note
The length of the extension being sought must not exceed 3 months and the total of all extensions must not exceed 9 months.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 8: Required information for extension of approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures Factsheet.

	2 
	The application must include the following information (subsection 57(2) of the RMA Regulation):
· the reason why it is necessary for the licensee to continue to recover the petroleum without having an accepted field development plan
· details of any proposed extended production test
· the period for which the permission is sought 
· details of any proposed disposal or flaring of any produced hydrocarbons.


 Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 9: Additional information to be included with extension of approval to undertake recovery of petroleum without accepted field development plan applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.
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