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Declaration of a location – forms guidance
This document contains general guidance to assist applicants and titleholders in making valid applications. This relates to titles administration under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act). 
[bookmark: _Hlk197680999]This document has been developed as a general guide only. It is subject to and does not replace or amend the requirements of the OPGGS Act and associated regulations, which should be read in conjunction with this guidance. 
Before relying on this material, users should carefully evaluate the accuracy, currency, completeness and relevance of the information, and obtain independent legal or other professional advice relevant to their particular circumstances. This document will be reviewed and updated as required.
[bookmark: _Revisions]Revisions
Table 1: Guidance revision dates
	Effective date
	Version
	Purpose
	Jurisdiction

	31 March 2026
	1
	Separate the NOPTA Forms Guidance Petroleum and create new forms guidance specific to declaration of a location related applications and updated Location guideline and Signatures fact sheet references.
	Commonwealth
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If you are having difficulty using this document, please email titles@nopta.gov.au.
[bookmark: _Nomination_of_block(s)]

Nomination of block(s) for the purpose of declaring a location
In making an application under section 129 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.2 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk198198882][bookmark: _Hlk197505322]Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications.
[bookmark: _Hlk198198914]The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum declaration of location (effective 9 December 2025) (Location Guideline).
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Nomination of block(s) for the purposes of declaring a location application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
To note
Applicants should allow at least four months for the Joint Authority to make a decision on the application once submitted.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 2: Required information for nomination of block(s) for the purpose of declaring a location applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	[bookmark: _Hlk73381221]A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 3: Additional information to be included with nomination of block(s) for the purpose of declaring a location applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A map showing the outline of the pool(s) within the block(s) nominated to be declared as a location, at basin (regional) and permit (detailed) scales. 

	2 
	Applicants should address the “suggested information to support a nomination to declare a location” outlined in section 3 of the Location Guideline.

	3 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	4 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.


[bookmark: _Variation_and/or_suspension][bookmark: _Toc191047149][bookmark: _Toc191047271]

[bookmark: _Variation_of_a]Variation of a declaration of a location
In making an application under section 133 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.2 - 2.4 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
[bookmark: _Hlk197694325][bookmark: _Hlk197691771]Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications. 
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum declaration of location (effective 9 December 2025) (Location Guideline).
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Variation of a declaration of a location application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Yes, under section 695L of the OPGGS Act - refer to the schedule of fees on our website.
To note
· Only a single block can be added or deleted. 
· Application to vary a declaration of location should be made at least six (6) months prior to the expiry of the location, as the variation does not change the application period.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 4: Required information for variation of a declaration of a location applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 5: Additional information to be included with variation of a declaration of a location applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	If the variation is to add a block to the location, a map showing the outline of the pool(s) within the block(s) nominated to be declared as a location, at basin (regional) and permit (detailed) scales.
Note: Applicants should address the “suggested information to support a nomination to declare a location” outlined in section 3 of the Location Guideline. 

	2 
	If the variation is to delete a block from the location, please provide details of and reasons for the variation to demonstrate that no petroleum pool exists within the block to be deleted from the location. 
Your application should specifically include the following information:
a map showing the outline of the block nominated to be deleted from the location, at basin (regional) and permit (detailed) scales
a report, including, inter alia, discovery history and exploration well results and key petrophysical, stratigraphic and pressure interpretation and results for the pool(s) and aquifers within the block to be deleted from the location
details of the testing programs and the recovery of petroleum from the block(s) within the location, to demonstrate that no petroleum pool exists within the block to be deleted from the location
structure contour maps and/or structural amplitude maps of key horizons and cross sections; and seismic sections through the pool(s) showing lateral and vertical extents of the hydrocarbon pool(s), annotated with the graticular block boundaries, to demonstrate that no petroleum pool exists within the block to be deleted from the location.

	3 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	4 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.


[bookmark: _Revocation_of_a]


Revocation of a declared location
In making an application under section 132 of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.2 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines and fact sheets have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications. 
The following guideline is available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum declaration of location (effective 9 December 2025) (Location Guideline).
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
Application form
Use the Revocation of a declared location application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Not applicable.
To note
· A revocation applies to the entire declaration of location. Applications for partial revocation of a declaration of location are not permitted. If you wish to delete a single block from a declaration location, please use the Variation of a Declared Location application form.
· A request to revoke a declaration of location should be made at least three (3) months prior to the expiry of the location (refer section 188 of the OPGGS Act).Required information.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 6: Required information for revocation of a declared location applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may reduce of delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 7: Additional information to be included with revocation of a declared location applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Reasons and evidence demonstrating that there are sufficient grounds for the request (section 5 of the Location Guideline).

	2 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.

	3 
	Figures in the text should be legible and should also be provided as separate files in an attached appendix at a resolution of at least 300 dpi. If applicable, seismic sections should be included with and without interpretation.





[bookmark: _Extension_of_application]Extension of application period for a retention lease or production licence 
In making an application under subsections 141(4) and 169(2) of the OPGGS Act, please refer to following material.
Legislation
Part 2.3 and 2.4 of the OPGGS Act.
Guidance material
Guidelines, fact sheets and FAQs have been developed to assists applicants and titleholders to understand the expectations of decision makers and to provide useful guidance when making applications. 
The following guidelines are available on our website to assist you in making an application: 
Guideline: Offshore petroleum declaration of location (effective 9 December 2025) (Location Guideline).
Guideline: Offshore petroleum retention lease (effective 9 December 2025) (RL Guideline).
The following fact sheet is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Signatures fact sheet.
The following FAQ is available on our website to assist you in making an application:
Offshore petroleum retention lease guideline (effective 9 December 2025) - frequently asked questions
Application form
Use the Extension of application period for a retention lease or production licence application form on the forms page of our website.
Application fee
Not applicable.
To note
· A request to extend the application period should be made at least 30 days prior to the end of the initial two year period. 
· An extension of the application period does not extend the term of the exploration permit. See also section 188 of the OPGGS Act.
Required information
You must provide the following for your application to be valid. 
Table 8: Required information for extension of application period for a retention lease or production licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	A completed application form executed in accordance with the Signatures fact sheet.


Additional information to be included with the application
Check that you have included the following information with your application. 
Providing this information with your application may delays in the assessment of your application resulting from the need to request further information. 
Table 9: Additional information to be included with extension of application period for a retention lease or production licence applications
	Item
	Description

	1 
	Reasons and evidence supporting the request (e.g. detail why the applicant isn’t ready to apply for a retention lease or production licence). 

	2 
	A schedule of activities that will be conducted during the extended two year application period to progress the location block or blocks towards either a retention lease or production licence and justification as to why these activities have not been able to be undertaken in this initial two year application period (section 3.38 of the Location Guideline).

	3 
	A statement of any other matters that the applicant wishes to be considered.
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