Variations to submission requirements
All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).
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The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations) specify the period, medium, format and quantity in which reports, data and cores, cuttings and samples (collectively samples) must be given to the Titles Administrator. 
There may be times when a titleholder cannot meet the specified requirements and in certain cases the Titles Administrator may agree to vary those requirements. 
All requests to vary the submission requirements should be sent to data@nopta.gov.au or by submitting via the NEATS Secure Portal. Titleholders should contact the Title Administrator’s Data Management Team as soon as possible prior to the submission due date to ensure that ample time is available to assess and process requests.
For further information regarding the NEATS Secure Portal and contact addresses, see the Fact sheet: Submission addresses, contacts and transmittals published on the Title Administrators website.
Change in period to submit reports, data and samples
The regulations provide for the Titles Administrator to agree to vary the period within which reports, data and samples may be submitted. The Titles Administrator may agree in writing to another period for the submission of the following: 
· Initial and final well completion reports and data,
· Survey acquisition, processing and interpretation reports and data, 
· Survey reprocessing and survey reprocessing interpretation reports and data, 
· Reports about sample analysis conducted overseas, 
· Samples. 
If a titleholder cannot comply with the timeframes specified in the regulations, they should submit a request to the Titles Administrator and include the following information:  
· title number(s) and titleholder name(s), 
· the name of the activity that the submission relates to,  
· the type of report and/or data or sample item, 
· the reason for the request, 
· requested alternative, for example a new submission date, 
· any foreseeable impact the request may have on the availability of data for public release. 
Changes to media and format for data items
Under sections 139 and 188 the Titles Administrator may specify the format in which and medium on which data must be presented.  
The instrument specifying the format and medium is published on the Titles Administrator’s website.  
If you are unable to meet the specified format and medium requirements, please contact the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team as soon as possible to discuss potential alternatives. 
 Changes to sample submission quantity
If a titleholder drills a well or conducts another operation in a title area and collects a sample, then the titleholder must give to the Titles Administrator the quantity of the sample specified in sections 136 and 185 of the regulations. 
If the specified quantity of sample is not available to be submitted, and the titleholder has a reasonable excuse for the quantify of sample not being available, the regulations require the titleholder to give the Titles Administrator a written notice with the following information (subsections 136(3) and 185(3)):  
· An explanation of why the specified quantity is not available, 
· The quantity of core, cuttings or sample(s) that was recovered, 
· The quantity of core, cuttings or samples that is available to the titleholder, if any.
The notice should identify the name of the titleholder, the title number in which the sample was collected and the name of the activity that the sample relates to. The notice must be given to the Titles Administrator before the end of the day on which the sample was due. 
If the Titles Administrator agrees to a different quantity of sample(s) to be submitted, the titleholder will be notified in writing of the agreed quantity and the date by which to submit, as well as a variation approval number. Please quote the variation approval number on all relevant transmittal(s) and correspondence (including emails).  
To ensure the ongoing integrity of samples, samples should be submitted to the Titles Administrator in accordance with the Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Sample Submissions Standards (the Standards).  
If a sample requires an alternative presentation or has different storage requirements to the Standards, please contact the Data Management Team as soon as possible and prior to submitting. 
Contact the Data Management Team by sending an email to data@nopta.gov.au.


More Information
If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via data@nopta.gov.au.
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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