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Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations), petroleum and greenhouse gas (GHG) titleholders who conduct a geological or geophysical survey in an offshore area must provide reports and data to the Titles Administrator during and following the end of the operation. 
Reports and data must also be given to the Titles Administrator if a petroleum or GHG titleholder has licensed data (paragraphs 131(1)(b) and 177(1)(b) of the regulations), or reprocessed survey data to satisfy a condition of their title (subsections 132(1), 133(1), 178(1) and 179(1)).
The regulations outline what reports and data must be given, and by when.
Generally, titleholders must provide: 
Notification of survey,
Weekly survey reports, 
Survey acquisition report and survey acquisition data,  
Survey processing report and processed survey data,  
Survey interpretation report and interpretative survey data,  
Survey reprocessing report and survey reprocessed data,  
Survey reprocessing interpretation report and interpretative reprocessed survey data.  
Sections 139 and 188 of the regulations provide that the Titles Administrator may, by written instrument published on the Titles Administrator’s website, specify the format on and medium in which data must be presented. An instrument specifying the format and medium for data required to be submitted to the Titles Administrator is available on the Titles Administrator’s website. 
Please note, failure to comply with reporting requirements is an offence under the regulations and may be subject to civil penalties. 
Notification of survey
Under subsection 226(1), titleholders must give the Titles Administrator at least 48 hours’ notice before the proposed start of a geophysical or geological survey in the title area.
The required content of the notification is specified in subsection 226(1). Notification of surveys should be sent to reporting@nopta.gov.au.
Weekly survey reports
Under subsections 128(2) and 174(2), if a titleholder conducts a geophysical or geological survey in the title area the titleholder must give the Titles Administrator a weekly survey report as soon as practicable after the end of each week of the survey. 
Information that must be included in a weekly survey report is specified in subsections 128(3) and 174(3). 
Weekly survey reports should be sent to reporting@nopta.gov.au or, by accessing an account in the NEATS secure portal (the Portal) on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin.  
Survey acquisition report and data
Under subsections 129(2) and 175(2), if a titleholder conducts a geophysical or geological survey in the title area the titleholder must give the Titles Administrator a survey acquisition report, and survey acquisition data, within 18 months after the day the acquisition of the data was completed or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator.  
Information that must be included in an acquisition report is specified in subsections 129(3) and 175(3). 
Survey acquisition data means the types of data specified in subsections 129(6) and 175(6) of the regulations. 
Survey processing report and data  
Under subsections 130(2) and 176(2) of the regulations, if a titleholder conducts a geophysical or geological survey in the title area the titleholder must give the Titles Administrator a survey processing report and processed survey data within 24 months after the day the acquisition of the data was completed or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator.  
Information that must be included in a survey processing report is specified in subsection 130(3) and 176(3) of the Regulations. 
Processed survey data means the types of data specified in subsections 130(6) and 176(6) of the Regulations. 
Survey interpretation report and data  
Under subsections 131(2) and 177(2) of the regulations, if a titleholder conducts a geophysical or geological survey in the title area or licences geophysical or geological survey data in compliance with a condition of title, the titleholder must give the Titles Administrator a survey interpretation report and interpretative survey data within:
· 30 months after the day the acquisition of the data was completed, or;
· within 30 months after the day that the data was licensed, or;
· within such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator.
Information that must be included in a survey interpretation report is specified in subsections 131(3) and 177(3). 
Interpretative survey data means the types of data specified in subsections 131(6) and 177(6). 
Survey reprocessing report and data  
Under subsections 132(2) and 178(2) of the regulations, if a titleholder undertakes a reprocessing project in compliance with a condition of title, the titleholder must give the Titles Administrator a survey reprocessing report and reprocessed survey data within 24 months after the day the reprocessing of the data commenced, or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator.  
The information that must be included in a survey reprocessing report is specified in subsections 132(3) and 178(3). 
Reprocessed survey data means the types of data specified in subsections 132(6) and 177(6).
Survey reprocessing interpretation report and data  
Under subsections 133(2) and 179(2) of the regulations, if a titleholder undertakes a reprocessing project in compliance with a condition of title, the titleholder must give the Titles Administrator a survey reprocessing interpretation report and interpretative survey reprocessing data within 30 months after the day the reprocessing of the data commenced or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator. 
The information that must be included in a survey reprocessing interpretation report is specified in subsections 133(3) and 179(3). 
Interpretative survey reprocessing data means the types of data specified in subsections 133(6) and 179(6).
General considerations  
In accordance with section 9 of the regulations, reports should be in sufficient detail to allow proper consideration of the report and should be produced clearly and legibly so that the contents may be legibly reproduced.
Open information 
Certain information contained in survey and reprocessed survey reports is open information about a survey or a reprocessing project (see section 6 of the regulations). This information is published by the Titles Administrator (pursuant to sections 151 and 200 of the regulations) in the National Offshore Petroleum Information Management System (NOPIMS) for public access and is used to determine submission due dates. Information should be as accurate and current as possible at the time of submission. Titleholders should pay particular attention to correctness of:  
Titleholder names and titles as listed in the National Electronic Applications Tracking System (NEATS). Titleholders should clearly identify the titles and short-term authorities held that authorise the activity.
Start and end dates of the survey or reprocessing project. A survey starts on the day the first piece of information is recorded and ends on the day that the last piece of information is recorded.
Reprocessing has commenced once the original survey data has been collected and work begins on reprocessing and is completed when the reprocessed survey data has been outputted to media as a final product. Titleholders must report when reprocessing has commenced, or is proposed to commence, in their annual title assessment reports.
Spatial information. At the completion of a survey, titleholders are asked to provide a shape file of the full extent of the surface acquisition area. This shapefile is used for both internal purposes and (public) spatial representation on NOPIMS and is in addition to submission of navigation data. 
Size of survey or reprocessing project. Titleholders will be asked to confirm the size of the survey or reprocessing project. This should be the total line kilometres or square kilometres of data collected, not the planned figure.
Other geological or geophysical surveys
There are many types of geological and geophysical data, that is not seismic, that can be collected in an offshore survey. Common types of ‘other’ surveys include single and multibeam, sub-bottom profiler, gravity, magnetic, controlled source electromagnetic (CSEM). 
Titleholders must give the Titles Administrator survey acquisition, processing and interpretation reports and survey acquisition, processing and interpretative data for all ‘other’ surveys conducted.
Collecting multiple types of data
Where a survey has collected more than one type of data (e.g., seismic and magnetic, or 3D and 2D seismic), all required information and data items appropriate to each geological and geophysical survey type collected must be given to the Titles Administrator.  
Tape and media listings 
Tape listings are a prescribed data item for survey acquisition, processing and reprocessing data submission requirements. Listings should describe all data recorded to media (tape cartridge or portable storage devices), and:  
identify the survey name,  
specify the type of data and the media ID or tape number, 
list the dates written for each tape, 
shot point ranges,
line name and numbers, and;
Final Field Identification (FFID) ranges. 
Titleholders should ensure that tape listings include, for 2D:
tape number and data type,
survey name and line number,
shotpoint range and common depth points.
For 3D:
tape number and data type,
survey name,
inlines and crosslines.
Iterative processing products
Seismic survey data may be migrated in time or depth or both. If migrated to both time and depth, data produced in both domains should be provided.
Similarly, all generated angle stacks should be provided, appropriate to the geology and acquisition parameters. 
Navigation data  
Seismic surveys should include details of the grid used for binning, including a polygon. 
For other types of surveys, titleholders should include a polygon describing input data and processed data extents. 
Processed navigation data in SEG-Y format is acceptable and may be given in addition to the full final processed navigation, elevation and bathymetry data.
2D data subset
If a 3D seismic survey has collected data as non-exclusive data, titleholders must give the Titles Administrator an extracted 2D data subset, subsections 130(6)(b) and 176(6)(b). The subset must be given within 24 months after the day the acquisition of the data was completed, or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator. 
The Titles Administrator expects submission of a 2D seismic extracted data grid as a series of vertical cross‑sections extracted from a 3D seismic data volume that form a grid of which: 
one direction is along the direction of seismic data acquisition,
the other direction is at right angles to the direction of seismic data acquisition, 
the vertical cross‑sections are spaced five kilometres apart in both directions. 
More Information
See the supporting information contained in the Data Management Guideline and fact sheets published on the Title Administrators website when preparing survey or reprocessed data for submission. 
For details on where to submit survey data see the Submission Addresses, contacts and transmittals Fact sheet.
If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via data@nopta.gov.au..
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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