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All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).
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The purpose of this fact sheet is to provide an overview of the notification and reporting requirements, when samples are sent outside of Australia. 
Titleholders who have collected a core, cutting or sample (collectively, a ‘sample’) in connection with an operation undertaken in an Australian offshore area are required to securely retain the sample in Australia. However, titleholders may take or send a sample outside Australia for analysis if they notify the Titles Administrator in accordance with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations). 
Sections 119 and 165 of the regulations require written notice to be given to the Titles Administrator before the end of the day immediately after the day that the sample was taken or sent outside of Australia. 
The notice should be sent to data@nopta.gov.au and: 
· clearly identify the sample(s) being taken or sent out of Australia. This should include details of the sample type(s), depth(s) and amounts sent, and; 
· state that the titleholder has taken or sent, or will take or send, the sample(s) outside of Australia; 
· specify the location at which the sample will be stored. This should include the name the laboratory or contractor undertaking the analysis,
· describe what analysis/analyses will be conducted on each of the sample(s). 
· state whether the analysis will involve the destruction of the sample(s). 
The Titles Administrator will acknowledge the receipt of the notice by return email, confirming the requirement to provide reports about analysis, where applicable, any secondary samples produced (e.g., slides) and the return of the principal sample. A notice reference number will be provided. Please quote the notice reference number on all relevant transmittals and correspondence (including emails). 
Where a titleholder fails to comply with the requirement to give notice, the Titles Administrator may, by written notice, request the titleholder to return the sample to Australia within a specified period. The titleholder must comply with such a request. (See subsections 119(6)-(7) and 165(6)-(7) of the regulations).
Note: in circumstances where a titleholder fails to provide notice pursuant to sections 119 and 165 of the regulations, the reporting and sample submission requirements set out below, remain applicable. 
Sample analysis reports and data
If a titleholder takes or sends a sample outside of Australia for analysis, sections 121 and 167 of the regulations require the titleholder to give a report on the analysis to the Titles Administrator within:
(i) if the titleholder notified the Titles Administrator in accordance with sections 119 or 165, 12 months after the titleholder gave the notice or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator; or,
(ii) otherwise – 12 months after the day that the sample was taken or sent outside of Australia.
The report must include the following information: 
· A summary of the analysis undertaken on the sample(s), including details of analytical methodologies, instrument files and standards used.
· All raw data produced from the analysis, including data relating to slides, thin sections or residues produced. 
· Details of all results, including conclusions drawn from analysis of the raw data. 
Reports should be addressed to the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team and sent to the Titles Administrator’s Perth office address:  
NOPTA  
Level 10, Alluvion Building 
58 Mounts Bay Road
Perth WA 6000, or:
Electronically via the NEATS Secure Portal.
Returning principal samples to Australia 
Once the analysis conducted outside Australia has been completed and if the sample has not been destroyed as part of the analysis, any remaining sample material must be returned to Australia pursuant to sections 120 and 166 of the regulations.
Any remaining sample must be returned within 
12 months after the day the titleholder gave notice of the sample being taken or sent outside Australia, or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator. If the titleholder failed to comply with the requirement to give notice, the sample must be returned to Australia within 12 months of the day that the sample was taken or sent outside Australia. 
Where the sample was destroyed as part of the analysis conducted on the sample, the titleholder should inform the Titles Administrator that this has occurred when submitting the analysis report.   
Samples produced from overseas analysis  
Sections 122 and 168 of the regulations cover circumstances where samples are produced from analysis conducted overseas. 
Where the analysis of samples conducted outside Australia results in the creation of: 
· palynological slides, residues or thin sections; 
· any paleontological material; or,  
· petrological slides or thin sections. 
these samples (referred to as secondary samples) must be given to the Titles Administrator within 12 months after the day the titleholder gave notice that the original (or principal) sample was taken or sent outside Australia, or such other period agreed to in writing by the Titles Administrator.  
Thin sections, slides and residues must be submitted with a transmittal to: 
Manager, Petroleum Exploration Information  
Geological Survey of Western Australia  
Department of Mines, Petroleum and Exploration (DMPE) 
100 Plain Street 
East Perth WA 6004 

For more information about the expected standards for submitting slides and residues, please refer to the Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum Sample Submission Standard Guidelines, which can be downloaded on the Guidelines page of the Titles Administrator’s website. 
Offences 
Please note, failure to comply with any of the notification, reporting, sample submission, and sample return requirements referred to above is an offence under the regulations and may be subject to civil penalties. 
More Information
If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via data@nopta.gov.au.
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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