Sample submission requirements 
All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).
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The Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations) outline the types and quantities of cores, cutting or samples (referred to in this fact sheet collectively as “a sample or samples”) that must be submitted to the Titles Administrator if a titleholder drills a well or conducts another operation in an offshore area and collects a sample. The titleholder must provide the specified quantity of sample by the specified times. 
Where titleholders cannot meet the specified timeframes or submit the quantity of sample specified, the Titles Administrator may agree in writing to another period or quantity. See the Variation to Submission Requirements fact sheet for more details.
The Titles Administrator, Geoscience Australia and the Western Australian Department of Mines, Petroleum and Exploration, have established the National Offshore Petroleum Data and Core Repository (NOPDCR). The NOPDCR receives, archives and maintains all offshore petroleum and greenhouse gas samples on behalf of the Titles Administrator.  
Samples that are required to be given to the Titles Administrator pursuant to the regulations are to be given to the Titles Administrator by submitting them directly to the NOPDCR at the following locations: 
· Geoscience Australia (GA), Canberra, ACT  
· Perth Core Library, Carlisle, WA 
Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Sample Submission Standard
To ensure the ongoing integrity and efficient management of all samples, NOPDCR has published the Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Sample Submission Standards (the standards), which can be downloaded on the guidelines page of NOPTA’s website. Samples given to the Titles Administrator (via submission to the NOPDCR repositories) should adhere to the standards. 
If a sample requires an alternative presentation or has different storage requirements to the standards, please contact the Titles Administrator’s Data Management team as soon as possible prior to submitting the sample. 
Submitting cores, cuttings and samples
Sections 136 and 185 of the regulations specify the quantity of a sample that a titleholder must give to the Titles Administrator and the period within which the sample must be given. Samples are to be given to the Titles Administrator by submitting them in accordance with the following:
Submit to Canberra GA repository: 
· Ditch cuttings: 1 set of 200 grams dry weight per sample interval – the day 12 months after the rig release date. 
· Full hole conventional cores: 1/3 of the core – the day 12 months after the rig release date. 
· Gaseous hydrocarbon samples:  300cm3 – the day 18 months after the rig release date. 
· Fluid hydrocarbon samples, collected during drilling: 1 litre – the day 18 months after the rig release date. 
· Fluid hydrocarbon samples, collected during test on completed well: 1 litre – the day 18 months after the day the sample is collected. 
Submit to Perth Core Library:  
· Ditch cuttings: 1 set of 200 grams dry 
· weight per sample interval – the day 12 months after the rig release date. 
· Full hole conventional cores:  2/3 of the core – the day 18 months after the rig release date. 
· Sidewall core material:  all material collected – the day 18 months after the rig release date. 
· Palynological slides and residues:  all material collected – the day 18 months after the rig release date. 
· Paleontological material:  all material collected – the day 18 months after the rig release date. 
· Petrological slide: all material collected – the day 18 months after the rig release date.
Titles Administrator may request other samples
Under sections 137 and 186 of the regulations, if a titleholder drills a well or conducts another operation in the title area and collects a sample not specified in the regulations, the Titles Administrator may request in writing that the sample be submitted to the Titles Administrator. 
The written request will: 
· set out the quantity of the sample to be given, and;  
· specify a reasonable period within which it must be given. 
Titleholders must comply with any such request, unless the specified quantity is not available to the titleholder and the titleholder notifies the Titles Administrator in writing giving a reasonable explanation of why the specified quantity is not available and detailing how much sample was recovered and how much remains available to the titleholder. See the Variations to Data Submission Requirements fact sheet for further information.
Samples held by Titleholders 
Any samples held by the titleholder after submitting the specified quantities to the Titles Administrator must be securely retained in a way that makes retrieval reasonably practicable (sections 118 and 164 of the regulations).  
More Information
For further details regarding the obligation to retain samples and data, please refer to the RMA Regulations, the Data Management Guideline, or contact the Data Management team via data@nopta.gov.au.  
For information on the requirements relating to samples being taken or sent outside of Australia, please refer to the Sending Samples Overseas fact sheet, published on the Title Administrator’s website.
For details on where samples should be submitted under the NOPDCR arrangement, please refer to the Submission Addresses fact sheet published, on the Titles Administrator’s website.
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
Version history
	Version
	Date
	Comment

	1.0
	31/03/2026
	First version created



image1.png
Australian Goyefnment; Fact Sheet
nal Offshore Petroléum
‘Titles Administrator





