Daily well reporting
All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies available on NOPTA’s website).
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Under the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations) petroleum and greenhouse gas (GHG) titleholders who undertake drilling operations or workover operations in a title area must give the Titles Administrator daily reports about the work carried out and the geological information encountered or investigated during those operations.  
The daily well reports that must be given to the Titles Administrator are:  
· the daily drilling report,  
· the daily geological report, and;  
· the daily workover report.  
The Title Administrator’s Data Management Team reviews daily well reports on the (business) day they are received. This is done for submission tracking, compliance purposes, and for monitoring and awareness of the operation as it is occurring.  
Please note, failure to comply with these reporting requirements is an offence under the regulations and may be subject to civil penalties. 
The daily well reports should be submitted in Portable Document Format (PDF) to reporting@nopta.gov.au or, by accessing an account in the NEATS Secure Portal (the Portal) on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin. 
Daily drilling reports (DDRs)  
· Under subsections 124(1) and 170(1) titleholders who undertake drilling operations in the relevant title area must give a daily drilling report to the Titles Administrator by midday (WST) on the first business day after the operation day.  
· Information that must be included in a daily drilling report is specified in subsections 124(2) and 170(2) of the regulations. 
Daily geological reports (DGRs)  
· Under subsections 125(1) and 171(1), where a titleholder undertakes drilling operations in the relevant title area and generates or obtains geological information in relation to the operations on the operation day, they must give a daily geological report to the Titles Administrator by midday on the first business day after the operation day.  
· Information that must be included in a daily geological report is specified in subsections 125(4) and 171(4).  
Workover reports (WOR)  
· Under subsections 134(1) and 180(1) titleholders who undertake workover operations in a relevant title area must give a daily workover report to the Titles Administrator by midday on the first business day after the workover day.  
· Information that must be included in a daily workover report is specified at subsections 134(2) and 180(2). 
General considerations regarding daily well reports 
Report Numbering – DDRs, DGRs and WORs 
The daily reports should adhere to a consistent and sequential numbering convention. 
Where breaks in activities occur due to pauses in operations, or from phased or multi-well drilling campaigns, report numbers should run sequentially for each well. 
Daily Drilling Reports 
Reports are required from the commencement of the drilling operations to the end of the drilling operations. 
NOPTA expects submission of DDRs will commence from rig mobilisation. End of operations is defined to be the date on which the rig is released (section 6). NOPTA considers the rig release date (RRD) for a well to be the date that the rig last conducted well operations and/or the rig has moved one nautical mile from the well location. 
Titleholders will be contacted by the Titles Administrator’s DMT to confirm a RRD at the end of drilling operations. 
DDRs are still required to be submitted if a drilling operation has paused due to:  
· weather conditions, and; 
· non-well related work, such as for rig or equipment maintenance. 
· These reports should: 
· Clearly identify the nature or reason for the pause in drilling operations.
· Provide summary information relating to relevant tasks performed during the reporting day.
· Identify the well name of the last well in relation to which drilling operations occurred. 
Well and Activity Costs 
Estimated daily and cumulative well costs are required to be included in each DDR. Titleholders should ensure: 
· The reporting currency is clearly identified, and; 
· Costs are reported in the same currency throughout each report. 
Although not a regulatory requirement, where available, the inclusion of an approved financial expenditure (AFE) amount for each well should be included in the first DDR. This information may be compared to final activity costs, assisting NOPTA to identify where operations may not have been completed as planned. 
If an AFE is provided, it should include an initial estimate of the number of days the drilling operation is expected to occur. Estimates should note where they have been reported for entire operational campaign 
costs (i.e., batch drilling of multiple wells) or on an individual activity basis. 
 Daily Geological Reports (DGRs)
Where a titleholder produces a DGR in relation to drilling operations in the relevant title area on a day, the titleholder must give the DGR to the Titles Administrator by midday on the first business day after the operation day. 
Titleholders are encouraged to provide related geological data with their DGRs as it assists the Titles Administrator in its assessment of the geological report and provides further context and awareness of drilling operations as they occur. 
Examples of related data may include: 
· Mudlogging,  
· Definitive surveys, 
· Measurement While Drilling/Logging While Drilling (MWD/LWD).
· Supporting DGR data files are encouraged to be submitted in the following formats: 
· PDF, Word, TXT, 
· LAS, XLXS. 
Supporting data files submitted with daily geological reports are not publicly released unless provided as part of the well completion report submission. 

Daily Workover Reports 
The Titles Administrator considers workover operations to be operations that are undertaken on a well after drilling operations are completed. 
This includes operations undertaken for the purpose of (but not limited to): 
· re-entry of wells, 
· well intervention objectives, 
· maintenance and repair, 
· data acquisition, abandonment and/or decommissioning.
Titleholders should contact NOPTA directly at data@nopta.gov.au if they are unsure if reporting is required for the workover operation they are 
undertaking. 
Datums and references 
Units of measure and depths should be clearly stated and kept as consistently as possible throughout the daily reports and well completion reports.  
Where references to measurements are stated, where applicable, related datums[footnoteRef:1] in reference to those measurements should also be clearly shown. Some examples include:   [1:  See Part 1, division 2 of the OPGGS Act.] 

· Geodetic Datums (GDA 94, GDA2020),  
· Height datums relating to sea level (Lowest Astronomical Tide - LAT, Australian Height Datum - AHD, Mean Sea Level - MSL),  
· The depth reference for the well (rig floor, rotary table),  
· The height of the depth reference above sea level (metres).  
Inclusion of daily drilling, daily geological and end of well reports with well completion reports 
Under Items 32 of the tables in subsections 126(6) and 172(6), all DDRs are to be included as an appendix to the initial well completion report. 
Under items 34 of the tables in subsections 126(6) and 172(6), all DGRs are to be included as an appendix to the initial well completion report (with information in the report about the actual depth of the formation or reservoir top(s) and the estimated or measured formation or reservoir pressure removed or redacted).
Daily reports provided with well completion reports are to be the same version(s) as given to the Titles 
Administrator under sections 124, 125, 170 and 171 in relation to the well. 
DDRs and DGRs submitted under sections 124, 125, 170 and 171 are not disclosable under the regulations, however, the information contained within those reports (excluding supporting data submitted with a DGR) will ultimately be publicly released as part of the initial well completion report. 
Under item 33 of the tables in subsections 126(6) and 172(6), any end of well reports provided to the titleholder by a contractor in relation to the well must be included as an appendix in the initial well completion report.
More Information
See the supporting information contained in the Data Management Guideline and factsheets published on the Titles Administrator’s website when preparing well data for submission.
For details on where to submit daily well reports see the Submission addresses, contacts and transmittals Fact sheet.
If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via data@nopta.gov.au.
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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