
Classification of information about wells and surveys 
All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).
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Technical information about petroleum and greenhouse gas (GHG), including information about wells, surveys and reprocessed data, is provided to the Titles Administrator by the submission of reports, data, and samples pursuant to the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the regulations). 
The regulations set out the classification of documentary information, and determine both when, and if, the Titles Administrator may make it publicly available. 
Under the Act, and for the purposes of releasing technical information in accordance with the regulations, technical information given to the Titles Administrator is either documentary information,[footnoteRef:1] a petroleum mining sample[footnoteRef:2] or an eligible sample.[footnoteRef:3] Documentary information is information contained in an applicable document given to the Titles Administrator.[footnoteRef:4] Petroleum mining sample or eligible sample means samples given to the Titles Administrator, including:  [1:  Sections 711 and 736 OPGGS Act.]  [2:  Section 711 OPGGS Act.]  [3:  Section 736 OPGGS Act.]  [4:  Section 711 OPPGS Act.
] 

A core or cutting from, or a sample of, the seabed or subsoil. 
A sample of petroleum recovered.
A sample of fluid recovered (other than fluid petroleum). 
The regulations further categorise documentary information into the following classifications: 
Disclosable information – either basic or interpretative 
Open information [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Section 6 of the regulations.] 

Permanently confidential information[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Sections 143 and 192 of the regulations.] 

Excluded information [footnoteRef:7] [7:  Section 8 of the regulations.] 

Documentary information that has been released in accordance with the regulations is made available via the National Offshore Petroleum Information System (NOPIMS). NOPIMS is the register for all well, survey and reprocessing activity information received by the Titles Administrator since 1 January 2012. It is maintained by the Titles Administrator’s Data Management Team and updated periodically. The information is made available as submitted. Any queries, corrections or details of omissions should be directed to data@nopta.gov.au.
NOPIMS also provides open information for pre–2012 offshore well, survey and reprocessing activities. This information is maintained by Geoscience Australia. Any queries, corrections or details of omissions should be directed to AusGeoData@ga.gov.au 
[bookmark: _Int_HfkAnvkf]Please refer to the Data Management Guideline, for further information relating to release of submitted information. 
[bookmark: What_information_must_be_in_a_monthly_pr]Disclosable information
[bookmark: _Int_glgNt2Ul]Pursuant to sections 141 and 190 of the regulations, disclosable information is documentary information that is not classified as permanently confidential information. The Titles Administrator may decide to release disclosable information after the relevant day has passed. The timing of the release is determined by whether it is either basic information or interpretative information. 
Basic information 
Sections 141 and 190 of the regulations define basic information as documentary information that has not been classified as interpretative information.  
 Typically, basic information is: 
Summary information about operations or analyses undertaken,  
Raw data collected during or from an operation or analyses, 
Data that is not a conclusion drawn from the raw data, such as data created when processing raw data, 
Data that is not geological or geophysical interpretations based on information resulting from activities. 
[bookmark: _Int_t4LOD30D]Attachment A provides examples of information received under the regulations that the Titles Administrator generally considers to be basic or interpretive disclosable information. This table is not exhaustive and should be read in conjunction with the definitions set out in sections 141 and 190 of the regulations. 
Interpretative information 
Sections 144 and 193 of the regulations set out the three situations in which documentary information is classified as interpretative information: 
The Titles Administrator considers the information to be a conclusion or opinion based on other documentary information; or, 
The person who gave the information to the Titles Administrator classifies the information as interpretative information and the Titles Administrator does not dispute the classification; or, 
[bookmark: _Int_3U6XogmF]The Titles Administrator has issued a notice disputing the classification and either the timeframe for making an objection in response to the notice has not lapsed or an objection in response to the notice has been made and is still in force (see classification dispute process below). 
[bookmark: Do_I_still_have_to_submit_a_monthly_prod]Open information 
[bookmark: _Int_1mYWDYGI]Section 6 of the regulations defines what is open information for a reprocessing project, a survey and a well. The Titles Administrator may make open information about a well, survey and reprocessing project publicly known at any time[footnoteRef:8].  [8:  Sections 151 and 200 of the regulations.] 

Examples of open information include: 
activity names, 
location,  
type or purpose of the activity,
general information relating to the activity being undertaken.
Permanently confidential information 
Under sections 143 and 192 of the regulations, information is permanently confidential if:  
the information is excluded information as defined by section 8 of the regulations (see below); or,  
The Titles Administrator considers the information to be a trade secret or information that the disclosure of which may adversely affect the person’s business, commercial or financial affairs; or,
The person giving the information to the Titles Administrator has notified the Titles Administrator in writing that the information is a trade secret or information that the disclosure of which may adversely affect the person’s business, commercial or financial affairs, and the Titles Administrator does not dispute the classification; or, 
The person giving the information to the Titles Administrator notified the Titles Administrator in writing that the information is a trade secret or information that the disclosure of which may adversely affect the person’s business, commercial or financial affairs, the Titles Administrator has issued a notice disputing the classification, and either the timeframe for making an objection in response to the notice has not lapsed or an objection in relation to that dispute has been made and is still in force (see Classification dispute process below).  
Where a reprocessing project has not been undertaken for the purpose of complying with a title condition, the data is not required to be submitted under the regulations.  
Excluded information 
Section 8 of the regulations sets out the type of information that is excluded information. This includes: 
Information about the technical qualifications of a titleholder or an applicant for a title.
Information about the technical advice available to a titleholder or an applicant for a title.
Information about the financial resources available to a titleholder or an applicant for a title. 
Information contained in an application for the grant or renewal of a relevant petroleum title or a GHG title.
Results of a re-evaluation of the commercial viability of petroleum production within a retention lease area. 
Any report provided under Part 2 (Notification and reporting of discovery of petroleum) or Part 3 (title assessment reports) of the regulations. 
A submitted field development plan, or a variation of a field development plan.  
[bookmark: _Int_6Mqiugo2][bookmark: _Int_qsxOJTHG]Please note however, as a result of the exception in subsection 8(5) of the regulations, where the same information is also contained in another document that is not a document listed in section 8(3)), then the information will not be excluded information, and may therefore be disclosable. For example, information about leads and prospects identified in a title assessment report may also be included in a survey interpretation report. In that case, the details of the leads and prospects contained in the survey interpretation report may be publicly released in accordance with the release provisions applicable to the survey interpretation report. The inclusion of the leads and prospects information in the survey interpretation report will not result in the survey interpretation report being classified as excluded information.  
Classification dispute process 
The classification of documentary information (either as permanently confidential information or interpretive information) is determined in accordance with the regulations and is determined by the Titles Administrator when the information is received or by the classification applied to the information by the titleholder when submitted. 
If the Titles Administrator disagrees with a classification provided by a titleholder upon submission, the Titles Administrator may issue a classification dispute notice within 30 days of receiving the information (sections 145 and 194 of the regulations). An objection may be made by the titleholder in response to that notice under sections 146 and 195 of the regulations, within the time specified in the notice. 
If the Titles Administrator does not allow the objection after reviewing it, a review of the Titles Administrator’s decision by the Minister may be sought under the regulations (sections 148 and 197). 
While the dispute process is ongoing, the disputed information will remain at the titleholder’s classification until the process is finished. Once the dispute process has ceased, there are no other opportunities available to re-classify the information. 
More Information
If you have any specific questions, please contact NOPTA via data@nopta.gov.au.
Please note: this document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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Attachment A – Classification examples of disclosable information 
The below table lists examples of classifications of disclosable information as either basic or interpretive information for certain data types; it is not an exhaustive list.  
Titleholders submitting data should use this table as a guide (only) for presenting and labelling data items contained in submissions to the Titles Administrator.  
The information and regulatory references in this factsheet should be read in conjunction with this table and, overall, Titleholders must follow the requirements contained in the Regulations.  
For assistance with this information titleholders may wish to contact the Title Administrator’s Data Management Team at data@nopta.gov.au.
	Data 
	Classification 

	Gravity, Magnetic, Single and Multibeam Echo Sounder, Sub-bottom profiler Survey  
	All data is basic information other than: 
potential field qualitative and quantitative interpretation maps/reports
Grids, line data and modelling results.

	Seismic Survey 
	All data is basic information other than: 
seismic picks, correlations and stratigraphic units on sections 
time, depth contour maps 
interpretation reports. 

	Lithological Data 
	All data is basic information other than: 
conclusions/interpretations derived from the raw data provided in the reports. 

	Biostratigraphy Data 
	All data is basic information other than: 
biostratigraphic zones 
conclusions (e.g., depositional environment) drawn from species lists and range charts 

	Source Rock Data 
	All data is basic information other than: 
conclusions/interpretations derived from the raw data provided in the reports.

	Routine Core Analysis (RCA) 
	All contractor derived data is basic information other than: 
conclusions provided in the reports.

	Special Core Analysis (SCAL)  
	All contractor derived data is basic information other than: 
Conclusions provided in the reports, e.g.: 
relative permeability data 
capillary pressure test data 
water flood test results derived by titleholders and/or research units utilising propriety techniques 

	Regional Geological Data 
	All data is basic information other than:  
regional basin wide geological and palaeonenvironment maps 
regional formation structure and isopach maps. 

	Reservoir Engineering Data 
	All data is basic information other than:  
analytical results from test data such as formation permeability, kh and productivity index. 

	Reservoir Data 
	All data is basic information other than:  
structure, isopach and other maps of reservoir units 
estimates on in-place and recoverable reserves 
interpretation reports or conclusions drawn from raw data. 

	Well Drilling Data 
	All data is basic information other than:  
Final well completion reports and associated data  
well interpretation reports and maps. 

	Wireline Logging Data (e.g., wireline, MWD/LWD) 
	All data is basic information other than:  
log interpretation 
composite log 
conclusions drawn from “Geosphere” acquired raw data. 

	Fluid Analysis 
	All data is basic information other than:  
conclusions drawn  

	Formation Tops 
	All formation tops picked from electrical logs and other well data are regarded as interpretative. 
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