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   Fact Sheet

All fact sheets should be read in conjunction with the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 (the OPGGS Act), associated regulations, relevant guidelines and policies (available on NOPTA’s website).


This fact sheet provides general information for submitting an Annual Title Assessment Report (ATAR). The required content of an ATAR is set out in Part 3 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Resource Management and Administration) Regulations 2025 (the Regulations).  
Information contained in an ATAR is classified as permanently confidential information. 
The collective registered holders of any of the following titles are responsible to submit an ATAR.

[bookmark: _Hlk210222242]Which titleholders must submit an ATAR? 
A titleholder of the following types of titles must submit an ATAR in accordance with the Regulations:  
· petroleum exploration permit 
· petroleum retention lease
· petroleum production licence
· greenhouse gas (GHG) assessment permit
· GHG holding lease
Note: GHG injection licensees are not required to submit an ATAR under Part 3 of the Regulations. Licensees are required to submit monthly and annual GHG injection reports and monthly and annual GHG accounting reports (see sections 181-4 of the Regulations). 

What must be included in an ATAR? 
ATARs must be submitted in the approved form published on the Titles Administrator’s website and include the required information corresponding to the relevant title as set out in sections 26-30 of the Regulations. A titleholder may also include in an ATAR other information that the titleholder believes is relevant to the title (section 31 of the Regulations).  
  
How does NOPTA use ATARs? 
ATARs are a primary source of information about the activities undertaken by titleholders and detail progress against title conditions and work programs. NOPTA uses ATARs in assessing titleholders’ compliance with the OPGGS Act, the Regulations, and title conditions.
NOPTA also uses ATAR information in preparing advice to the Joint Authorities, the Responsible Commonwealth Minister and the Department of Industry, Science and Resources.
A key outcome sought in the implementation of mandatory ATAR templates is consistent information to enable better analysis and interpretation. This consistency will also contribute toward NOPTA’s resource management responsibilities. While reporting of all resource categories is mandatory and annual, it is expected that titleholders report new volumes or changes in volumes (and POS in the case of prospective resources) as these are generated in the course of the titleholder’s exploration, appraisal or production processes. Titleholders may apply to the Titles Administrator to change their annual reporting dates to better synchronise resource reporting with their internal processes.

Timeframes and submission dates 
When is the ATAR due? 
An ATAR must be submitted within 30 days of the date a year after the day the title came into force or any anniversary of that day (section 25 of the Regulations). 
If a notice is issued by the Titles Administrator pursuant to section 35 of the Regulations, requiring the submission of an ATAR for a period of less than 12 months, the date for submitting the ATAR will be specified in the notice.

What is the anniversary date for your title? 
The anniversary date for a title is the date on which the title commenced. 
The anniversary date for a renewed title is the date the renewal is granted (‘new’ anniversary date).
What period must be covered in an ATAR? 
The first ATAR must cover the first 12-month period of 
the term of the title. All subsequent ATARs must cover 
the 12‑month period beginning on each anniversary date (subsection 25(3) of the Regulations).
 
When will an ATAR cover a period of less than 12 months? 
The Titles Administrator may, by written notice, require a titleholder to submit an assessment report to cover a period of less than 12 months. This will be the case if a title ceases to be in force before the end of the full year term, for example, because the title has expired, been surrendered, cancelled, revoked or terminated.

What happens if I cannot submit an ATAR on time? 
The Titles Administrator may approve another period (an agreed date) in which to submit an ATAR upon a written request by a titleholder in certain circumstances (subsection 25(1) of the Regulations). If you find that you will be unable to submit your ATAR on time, an extension request may be submitted to reporting@nopta.gov.au prior to the due date. Titleholders should contact NOPTA directly at data@nopta.gov.au if they are unsure if reporting is required for the workover operation they are undertaking. 

Effect of applications upon timeframes 
What is the effect of a suspension or a suspension and extension on the timeframe and submission of an ATAR? 
There is no effect on either the period to be covered in the ATAR, nor when the ATAR must be submitted.
The ATAR must still cover a period of 12 months and be submitted within 30 days of each anniversary date the title came into force.
This requirement may mean that the period covered by the ATAR does not align with the timeframe of the work program years, and the ATAR may need to be lodged in the middle of a work program year.
I have applied to surrender a title; is the ATAR still required to be submitted? 
Pursuant to section 35 of the Regulations, where a title ceases to be in force (due to surrender), the Titles Administrator may request the submission of a title assessment report to cover that period that was not otherwise a whole reporting period for the title. The ATAR will be due in the period specified in the notice being at least 30 days starting on the day the notice was given. However, the ATAR can be provided by the titleholder earlier as support for a surrender application.

How and where do I submit an ATAR? 
ATARs can be submitted by email to reporting@nopta.gov.au, electronically by accessing an account in the NEATS Secure Portal on the website of https://secure.neats.nopta.gov.au/Signin, or in hard copy to the Title Administrator’s Perth office.

I have more than one title so what can I do to simplify reporting obligations? 
The holder of more than one title (of the same type) may, by written request, seek the Titles Administrator’s permission to combine the ATARs for each title into a single document (section 33 of the Regulations). Titles may be located in different offshore areas. The Titles Administrator will only approve such a request where the registered holders of each title are the same (subsidiaries of the same parent company are considered the same titleholder for this purpose).
The reporting requirements for each title are not changed by combining the ATARs into one document. 
The submission of the combined ATAR will only be valid for the term of the titles. Any ownership changes or renewals will require a new request for agreement to combine the ATARs.

More Information
If you have any questions regarding your ATAR, please contact reporting@nopta.gov.au
Please note: This document is intended as a guide only and should not be relied on as legal advice or regarded as a substitute for legal advice in individual cases.
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